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GRANBY 


School Com. announces two 
Superintendent finalists 


Site visits, Q and A 
and interviews to 
be completed by 
end of April 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY - By the end of the 
month, there will be new Granby 
Superintendent ready to take the 
helm. 

Two finalists have been select- 
ed by the Superintendent Search 
Committee to move forward with 
the interview process, which will 
include a public interview with 
the Granby School Committee. 

Finalists Stephen Sullivan 
and Dr. Elizabeth Bienia were 
announced in this week’s School 
Committee meeting. 

School Committee and 
Superintendent Search Committee 
member Jill Pelletier announced 
the finalists and updated the board 


Dr. Elizabeth Bienia is one of two 
finalists for the Granby Superintendent 
position. She is the current principal at 
Glickman Elementary School. 


on the process moving ahead. 
“When the application closed 
on Monday, March 1 there were 
18 total applications received. 
The search committee met in 
executive session on March 3 
and reviewed the applications,” 
Pelletier said. “(We) brought for- 








One of the finalists for superintendent, 
Stephen Sullivan, currently works as 
the principal of Granby Jr/Sr High 
School. 


ward 11 potential candidates to 
the committee and from there 
conducted seven semi-finalists 
interviews.” 

She announced that the com- 
mittee selected Sullivan and 


See FINALISTS, page 13 = 





COVID-19 


BOH opts to move into 
Phase III, step two 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — The 
Board of Health unanimously 
approved to move into Phase III, 
step two on Monday evening 
with a majority in favor. 

The Board of Health dis- 
cussed COVID-19 case numbers 
on the state and local level. 

Quabbin district Health 
Director, Judy Metcalf, stat- 
ed the number of cases in 
Belchertown have risen to and 
are expected them to spike once 
again. 

“We have to wait and see if 
this is our third surge or if this is 
a spike,” Metcalf said. 

With information about 
rising COVID-19 cases in 
Belchertown in mind, the board 
discussed whether the town 
should continue moving for- 
ward with the state’s COVID- 
19 reopening phase. The BOH 
discusses whether Belchertown 
should remain in Phase III step 


one, which it opted to stay in 
throughout March or move for- 
ward into Phase III step two, or 
into Phase IV step one, which 
the state is currently in as of 
March 22. 

“Phase IV step one in 
Belchertown would impact us 
in terms of gathering sizes,” 
Metcalf said. 

“The big change for 
Belchertown, specifically, going 
into Phase IV is gathering 
sizes. It’s a pretty a big jump,” 
said Stephen Bell, the interim 
health director. “That’s the main 
change, that more people can 
get together. I think it would be 
things like the Town Common, 
which I tell people has a max- 
imum of 25, but moving into 
Phase IV, there could be up 
to 250 people. It’s an order of 
magnitude.” 

He said he believed it was a 
mistake for the state to move 
forward into Phase IV as early 


See PHASE, page 13 = 





BELCHERTOWN 


Sportshaven agreement 
approved by Selectboard 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - A 
big step has been made to get 
the Cold Spring Tenants’ 
Association closer to becom- 
ing owners of the Sportshaven 
Mobile Home park was made 
at the Selectboard meeting on 
Monday. 

The board unanimously 
approved the payment agreement 
proposed by the town treasur- 
er/collector to move forward 
with the Cold Spring Tenants’ 
Association, pending approval 
of other pieces, including getting 
the property transferred to ten- 
ants’ association. 

Sportshaven, at 370 Mill 
Valley Rd, was established as a 
campground in the 1970s and 
gradually became an unlicensed 
mobile home park. Poor mainte- 
nance, nonpayment of lot rent- 
al fees and bankruptcy followed 
in the 1990s. Its listed owner is 
Aquarius Water Co., of Hinsdale. 


Belchertown Treasurer/ 


Collector Lisa Banner explained 
the agreement to the board. 


“Unfortunately, the owner on 


record there...has been absent 
from this whole matter. They 
walked away from this, and 
what they walked away from 


are all these safety and health 


issues along with all the taxes 


going back to fiscal year 2000,” 


Banner said. “What has hap- 
pened over the last few years, 
the town has been able to work 


with the state to get grants to 


help fix some of these infra- 


structure issues that are very 
costly. Part of the arrangement 
with these grants is that it has to 


be with the owner of the park as 


far as the tax agreement. And in 
order for the tenants’ association 
to take over the park, they have 
to assume the deed.” 

The approved plan, once 
signed, will allow the group to 


See BOS, page 13 = 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


; t 
— r. 


sets families to 


see Rec. sites. 


Rosalynn Baecher, 2, Lousia Baecher, 4 months, Eamonn Baecher, ; 


4, and their mom Emily Baecher participated in the Easteregg 
scavenger hunt last weekend throughout Belchertown. — — 
a a 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. _—— 


—— 


HEATING CO., INC. 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - 
Beginning at the Recreation 
Department building, par- 
ticipating families could 
drive to different depart- 
ment managed properties in 
town to collect eggs as part 
of a scavenger egg hunt last 
weekend. 

At each stop along the 
way, there was a color-cod- 
ed clue which lead to your 
next location. 

After collecting you have 
collected at least seven dif- 
ferent colored clues people 
could return to Chestnut Hill 
Community School parking 
lot for a picture with the 
Easter bunny. 


—_— 
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The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





i COMMUNITY 


Community Garden still accepting 
registrations through April 12 


BELCHERTOWN -— Individual, fully 
prepared, 300 square foot garden plots are 
available to all Belchertown and surround- 
ing area residents at Lampson Brook Farm, 
located at 275 Jackson St. 

Belchertown residents can obtain a plot 
for $30 (non-residents $35) for the season. 
Several plots will be made available to 
SNAP benefit recipients for only $15 each. 

This year, because of the continuing 
pandemic, the garden fee includes com- 
post, the use of wheelbarrows, the loan of 
tools if needed, convenient access to water, 
and plentiful parking. Members of the 


Community Garden also contribute several 
hours of their time during the season to 
maintaining the common areas. Prevailing 
COVID-19 restrictions will apply. The gar- 
dens will open mid-May. 

The garden partners with the New 
England Small Farm Institute which 
leases the rich farmland of the former 
Belchertown State School. All gardeners, 
beginner or experienced, are welcome. 

To receive a 2021 registration form or 
for questions email BCGardenNews @ 
gmail.com. All applications must be 
received by April 12. 


Holocaust survivor, activist to speak 


VIRTUAL — Springfield College wel- 
comes Holocaust survivor, author, and 
human rights activist Marione Ingram on 
Thursday, April 8, from 4 to 6 p.m. This 
event is free and open to the College and 
local community. 

In this lecture, Marione Ingram will 
share excerpts from her memoirs The 
Hands of War and The Hands of Peace. 
She will discuss the failure to respond to 
fascism and racism in Europe in the 1930s 
and 40s, and the nonviolent responses to 
those evils in the U.S. in the 1960s. She 
will then try to relate her experiences to 
the challenges that students face today. 

Ingram is a writer, artist and human 
rights activist who experienced the 
Holocaust, Europe’s deadliest bombing, 
and the wrath of the Ku Klux Klan in 


Little Friends 
Child Care Center 


er 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 


58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Mississippi. Throughout the turbulent 60s 
and 70s, and into the 21st century, Ingram 
continued to protest racism, war, sexism, 
Apartheid, and police violence. Ingram’s 
Holocaust memoir, The Hands of 
War, became a New York Times bestseller 
in 2014 and was published in Germany 
in 2016, newly titled: Kriegskind (Child 
of War). Parts of the book also were pub- 
lished in Russia and the British literary 
journal, Granta, and in Best American 
Essays of 2007. A companion mem- 
oir published in 2015, The Hands of 
Peace, celebrates the countless acts of 
nonviolent defiance that culminated in the 
Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965. 

Sponsors: Springfield College 
Office of Spiritual Life; Holocaust 
Remembrance Committee; Department of 
Literature, Writing, and 
Journalism; Department 
of Humanities and 
Social Sciences; and 
Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts. 


and a morning preschool program offered 





Lic. # 8509640 
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We make senior living simple. 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 
and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 


RSENIOp. — 
are RS ays 


because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and preferences 


> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 2% 


> Set up and tour communities with you 
> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 





JIM POTTER 


TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION 
DOLLAR REALTOR 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL! 
Red Hot Sellers Market — Don’t Miss Out 


No Gimmicks or Team Members 
Hard work and personal attention 1s what you'll get 


Let my expertise get you top dollar 


Find out what your home is worth today 


Call or Text for an exclusive appointment 


413-221-5230 


45 North Main Street, Belchertown ¢ 413-323-7295 


Jones Group 


~\s 
oS I Ne ~ 
I 
x {/ ea \ 
= | 


NV é 
” Suainas yo? 


> 
| 


Belchertown Community 
Television schedule 


BELCHERTOWN -— This is the upcoming schedule for 
Thursday, April 8 to Wednesday, April 14. 


Thursday, April 8 

8 a.m. — Selectboard — April 5 

10 a.m. — Board of Health — April 5 

12 p.m. — COVID Task Force — April | 

7 p.m. — Select Board — April 5 

9 p.m. — Board of Health — April 5 

11 p.m. — COVID Task Force — April | 

Friday, April 9 
¢ 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
e 7p.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
Saturday, April 10 

¢ §8a.m.-— Curious Giraffe 
Sunday, April 11 

4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 

6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 

7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 

8:30 p.m. — BVJ — How to Run for Office 
Monday, April 12 

8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 

5 p.m. — Conservation with Pakman 

6:30 p.m. — Selectboard — Channel 191 

7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — Channel 192 
Tuesday, April 13 

¢ §8a.m.-— Curious Giraffe 

e 7p.m.— Planning Board — Channel 191 

Wednesday, April 14 
e §8a.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
e 7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., Belchertown. 
BCTV channels are 191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule 
is available at www.Belchertown.org. On the main title 
page select “residents,” click on Belchertown Community 
Television. Selected BCTV shows are also available on 
Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go to quick links and 
click on “watch meetings and events online.” The schedule 
is subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broadcast on 
TV channel 193 and displays the current weather condi- 
tions at the BCTV station as well as, the current regional 
radar. This service operates 24 hours a day with audio 
provided by the National Weather Service from Albany 
New York, with forecasts, storm and emergency warnings 
for the Pioneer Valley. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 

er is requested to check 

their advertisement the 

first time it appears. 

This paper will not be 

responsible for more 

than one corrected in- 

=_ sertion, nor will be li- 
O ad S | S able for any error in 
SENIOR ADVISORS: 


Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 


an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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2021-Time to organize your closet! 


A custom closet system is the 
necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 
match your needs, style and home. 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 
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— COMMUNITY 


Election letters, candidate 
Q and A welcome 


BELCHERTOWN/GRANBY- Election 
season is in full swing and the Sentinel 
seeks to inform voters about the candidates 
running this year. 

Letters of support 

The Sentinel welcomes readers to par- 
ticipate in this year’s town election cam- 
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 350 words from local residents endors- 
ing specific candidates or discussing 
local campaign issues should be emailed 
to Sentinel @turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon on Wednesday 
to be considered for that Thursday’s news- 
paper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last two weeks before the 
election. The last issue letters will run will 
be the May 6 issue of the paper. 

Candidate Q and As 

Candidates in the upcoming election are 
invited to send answers to the following 
questions to run as a candidate Q and A. 
These are due by Monday, April 26 by 12 
p.m. The word limit is 600 for the Q and 
A, excluding the questions. Please include 
a two-sentence introduction. 

The questions are: 


Raised Garden Beds 


Assembled or DIY kits 2x4’ to 4x8’, or custom. 
Made from Alaskan Yellow Cedar; 
as durable as Western Red Cedar, 
& as strong as Douglas Fir. 
see details on our webpage. 


Pickup in Athol. 


www.MannLumber.com 


=1O5 Ee). i= 


oe LO), | =e DP) od Od BLO) FS 


200 CENTER STREET * LUDLOW, MA 
“WE WORK FOR THE BUYER!” 
413-589-9191 
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eWhy are you running for this position? 
If you are seeking reelection what qualifies 
you to continue in this role? 

eWhat is the biggest challenge the board/ 
committee 1s facing? How will you address 
it? 

e Discuss your commitment to transpar- 
ency and openness in Belchertown/Granby 
municipal government. Do you have sug- 
gestions for improving either? 

¢ Do you feel the town is doing enough 
to foster racial/social equity? How would 
you do so, if elected? 

e (For School Committee candidates 
only) What are the school’s capital needs? 
What should the School Committee be 
doing in the next three years to address 
them? 

e (For Selectboard candidates only) With 
budget season coming in South Hadley, 
how do you intend to tackle areas that may 
be struggling with potential deficits? 

Candidates are encouraged to include 
a photograph with their statements. Both 
the text and photograph must be emailed to 
Sentinel @turley.com. 

Priority of the Q and As will be given 
to candidates in contested races. In the 
interest of fairness to all candidates, press 
releases about fundraisers or campaign 
events will not be printed. 

Candidates who wish to further pub- 
licize their candidacy, beliefs, events 
and fundraising may contact Maureen 
McGarrett at mmcgarrett@turley.com 
about paid advertising in the Belchertown 
Sentinel. 


CENTER CUT 
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SLICED IN OUR DELI 


TURKEY BREAST .-cccccoeecee 2 


SOUP’S ON 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $SS 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ....ses 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
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Candidates for Belchertown 
annual town election announced 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - The following candi- 
dates are running in the annual town election 
on May 17. 

There are two contested races in this 
year’s election. 

There are three people running for two 
available seats on the Selectboard. There are 
no incumbents. 

Ronald Aponte, George “Archie” Archible 
and Nicholas Pucel are running for the posi- 
tions, which have a three year-term. 

There are four people running for two 
available seats on the School Committee. 

Incumbent Ruby Bansal, Amy Lamothe, 
Sean Lavalley and Jonathan Ritter are run- 
ning for the two seats. The position has a 
three-year term. 

The remaining positions are uncontested. 

Incumbent Judy O’Kulsky is running for 
reelection Housing Authority. The position 
has a five-year term. 

Incumbent Colleen Duroshea is running 
for reelection for a position on the Board of 
Health. The position has a three-year term. 

Incumbent Daniel Beaudette is running 
for reelection for a position on the Planning 


Galuch 


GEN 


Board. The position has a five-year term. 

Running for the reelection on the Board 
Assessors 1s incumbent Donald Minney. The 
position has a three-year term. 

Theresa Camerlin is running for 
Belchertown Town Clerk, which has a term 
of three years. 

Last day to register to vote at the Annual 
Town Election is April 28, 2021. 

You may register to vote at: https://www. 
sec.state.ma.us/ovr/. You may also use this 
website to check your voter registration 
status. If you prefer to register by mail, you 
may use the following form: https://cms2. 
revize.com/revize/belchertown/depart- 
ments/clerk/docs/2020%20Mail%20 
in%20Voter%20Registration%20Form. 
pdf or call the Town Clerk’s office and staff 
will mail one to you. 

Absentee voters must have an excuse 
(listed below) to qualify for an absentee 
ballot: 

¢ Be away from your city/town on 
Election Day; or 

¢ Have a disability that keeps you from 
voting at your polling place; or 

¢ Have a religious belief that prevents 
you from voting at your polling place on 
Election Day 


Cemetery Memorials ¢ Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary ¢ Outdoor Display 


——— RAY HALUCH INC. 
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USDA INSP. 
FRESH 


BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 


6% 
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FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK 


$383 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


$44 
ST 56 
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SEASONAL LABORER(S) 


Temporary Seasonal Laborer positions are available at the 
Belchertown Department of Public Works. Positions are 
approximately 32-40 hours per week (as scheduled by the 
Director of Public Works). Duties include using commercial 
grounds maintenance equipment (i.e. mowers, leaf blowers and 
vacs, string trimmers, brush and chainsaws, and basic hand tools). 
Must be able to engage in heavy physical labor on a regular and 
continuous basis, and capable of driving a pickup truck/landscape 
trailer combination. Positions are temporary and non-benefited. 


Applicants must be at least 18 years of age, possess a valid 
Massachusetts Driver's License and have a clear driving record. 
A job description for this position and an employment application 
are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 
during regular business hours, and will be accepted until the 


positions are filled. 


BEEF SHANKG............5249 


SALE DATES: 
4/8/21 - 4/14/21 


1014 Center St 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN TENDERLOIN san” Bo 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN LEG 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


WHOLE 
CHICKENS ssn 9 OD Gs 


USDA INSP. FROZEN MAPLE FLAVOR 


FULLY COOKED 
SAUSAGE LINKS wuss % tb 


£ 90 Meat Outlet 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


$74 99 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
HAVE RETURNED TO 


DAY 
SCHOOL! 


Come and play with us! We offer care for school-agers (grades K-6) 
in our brand new, spacious building with a large playground right outside the door! 
We offer a variety of activities, sports, games, arts & crafts, and homework time. 


Before School: 
After School: 


7:00 am - 8:30 am 
3:00 pm - 5:30 pm 


Call or email today for more information! 
413-323-8108 ¢ Heidi@BelchertownDaySchool.org 
We will also be offering our annual Summer Fun Program from June 21 - August 27. 
Call or email if you are interested in getting on the wait list! 
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Straw Dog Writers Guild 
plans April events; 


all virtual and free 


VIRTUAL — The Straw Dog Writers Guild will hold 
several online events in April. All events are free and 
open to the public. Following are the events and infor- 
mation on how to register. 

e April 11, 2 to 4 p.m., Hilltowns open mic with fea- 
tured reader Ann Averill 

Ann Averill is the author of “Teacher Dropout, 
Finding Grace in an Unjust School.” It is based on expe- 
rience teaching in an urban school. Excerpts appeared in 
Writers’ Digest best of short short stories collection. Her 
flash memoir was published in WriteAngles Journal and 
on her blog @anncaverill.com. 

To attend, email Jane Roy Brown for a link to the 
event: brownjaneroy @ gmail.com. 





THE BEST FRESH 


FOR SPRING! 


Specials April 7th - April 13th = iy 


Sweet Red Peppers ...$1.99 |b wv. 
GRAPE Tomatoes Pint Size...2 for $4.00 Dt 
Crisp Celery Large Bunch...$1.49 = 
Yellow or Zucchini Squash...$1.49 lb © = 
Fresh Green Beans...$1.49 |b * 


Romaine Lettuce Hearts =—=_4 
3 Pack ..2 for $5.00 a 


Cantaloupes Large Size...2 for $5.00 
Honeydew Melons...$3.99 ea 








= 





al 


It’s Spring! Time to Exercise 
‘se, Your GREEN Thumb 
“ Ae “’, Spring Blooming 
oe Ze. Trees & Shrubs 


oe fale Forsythia, Quince, 
Cherry Trees, Magnolias 








Creeping Phlox, Dianthus, 
Lungwort & MORE 


Six Pack Size, Six Inch Pots 
and Blooming Bowls 


Favorite Culinary Herb Plants (i 
Rosemary, Parsley, Basil, Cilantro {4/4 
& more - 4 inch starter pots ; 





Daily Dinner Menus Ready To Go! 


Soups, Salads and 
Gourmet Deli Sandwiches 
Apple Cider Donuts Fresh Every Morning 
5 Fresh Baked Breads, 

Rolls, Muffins, 
Cookies and Desserts 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21,4 Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 

Find us on and Youl/ 





For those looking for daffodils, they can be around various locations throughout town, including in front of the Clapp Memorial Library. 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— The town may 
be looking a bit brighter thanks to the 
daffodils flowering around Town Hall, 
the Clapp Memorial Library and other 
locations. 

It’s a surprise and a gift to the hard- 
working people who keep the town 
going. 

Volunteers organized the effort last 
November, according to volunteer Pat 
Barry. 

Barry said one inspiration for the 
2,500 bulbs planted in various plac- 
es throughout town was a poem by 
William Wordsworth, “I walked lone- 
ly as a cloud.” The poem reads as fol- 
lows: 


I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’er vales and 
hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 


Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 


The waves beside them danced; but 
they 





Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 

What wealth the show to me had 
brought: 


For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 


Volunteers planted 
about 2,500 
daffodils around 
Belchertown last 
November and 
now their work is 
flowering. 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils. 


The flowers can be found around 
Town Hall, Clapp Memorial 
Library, the Stone House Museum, 
Christopher Heights, the police sta- 
tion, Senior Center, the high school, 
Swift River Elementary, Chestnut Hill 
Community School, Auxiliary, BCTV 
and the Belchertown Common. 


Jenks Productions Presents the 31st Annual Springfield 


‘An EAU 


” 
i 


SPONSORED BY: Git Requblican. 


Event will practice Social Distancing, 


Hand Sanitation Stations, temperature scanned 


on entry and face mask requirement. 


a APRIL 17816 


i 


Better he Center, “Home of the Big E” | 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield, MA 


SAT. & SUN. 11-4 
ADMISSION $10.00 
Morning Session 11-1:30 
Afternoon Session 1:30-4 
Pre-purchase tickets at 


Limited number of tickets 
at the door 


PARTICIPATING COMPANIES INCLUDE 


Bridal Shops * Formal Wear. Invitations. Health & Wellness. Photographers * Videographers ¢ Florists 
Caterers * Disc Jockeys * Entertainment * Make-Up & Hair Stylists 
Travel Agents * Banquet Facilities » Wedding Consultants * Hotels * Gifts & Much More! 





JENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM - (800) 955-/469 
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— PUBLIC SAFETY 


SB recognizes 
National 
Telecommunicator 
week, April 11-17 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN -— The Belchertown 
Selectboard recognized National 
Telecommunicators week, an annual 
week-long event highlighting dispatchers. 

Administrative Assistant to the Chief/ 
Communications Director, David Squires 
wrote to the board requesting approval 
of the event, which runs from April 11 to 
April 17. 

This week of recognition was initial- 
ly founded by a sheriff’s department in 
California back in 1981 and Congress 
passed a formal proclamation for this 
tribute back in 1994. The second full 
week in April is given this designation. 

Locally, it has been officially recog- 
nized for the past four years to raise pub- 
lic awareness of the hard work and dedi- 
cation that Belchertown communications 
center dispatchers provide to the resi- 
dents of the community. 

“This past year as you all know has 
been extremely challenging for every- 
one,’ Squires wrote. “The communica- 
tions center staff in particular has been 
tasked with learning new pandemic pro- 
tocols for emergency medical calls and 
adapting to the ever changing needs of 
handling calls for service. The commu- 
nications center staff as first respond- 
ers continue to report to work each day 
answering calls for service professionally 
and without any interruption.” 

In the past BPD have hosted events 
open to the public but since the pandemic 
this has not been possible, Squires wrote. 

Belchertown communications center 
staff include: Senior Dispatcher Michael 
Neiford, 12 years, along with full time 
dispatchers Mary Long, 20 years, Lauren 
Bock, three years, Eric Girard two years, 
and Joshua Orrell, one year. Part time 
staff are comprised Dispatchers Roy 
Landry, five years, and Mariya Primakov, 
one year. 

Selectboard member Jim Barry said he 
wanted to point out the hard work of the 
dispatchers. “They have done amazing 
work throughout this whole COIVD-19 
issue,” he said. “This is not an easy job 
under the best circumstances, they’ve had 
far more calls than usual because of this 
issue. As we all know, because we would 
hear about it, there have been no com- 
plaints. I thank them all individually and 
as a group for all they’ve done.” 


gANDALL's 


Police Logs 





Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of March 24 through March 30. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 288 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were 10 incidents, fours acci- 
dents, two arrest/summons and 12 cita- 
tions. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Friday, March 26 
8:55 p.m. — A 21-year-old Belchertown 
woman was charged with two counts 
assault and battery on a person 60 or older 
and witness intimidation. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Wednesday, March 24 

1:47 p.m. — Officers spoke with a res- 
ident who said a credit card was fraudu- 
lently opened in their name and charges 
were made on it. The reporting party said 
a person called looking for last four digits 
of their social security number, which they 
provide. The reporting party was told to 
contact a credit bureau to see if it was actu- 
ally opened. No credit card was opened 
with that entity. 

4:41 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident South Main St. The operator of 
one vehicle reported the accident occurred 
when a light colored Cadillac slammed on 
their breaks in front of the reporting party. 
They reported they were unable to stop in 
time and hit rear of the Cadillac. This vehi- 
cle left the scene without stopping. 

7:29 p.m. — A juvenile was reported 
missing. They returned home, a 51A was 
filed and the SRO was notified. 


Friday, March 26 

9:59 a.m. — Officers responded to 
an accident on Federal St. One vehicle 
attempted to pull out of a parking lot to 
make a left turn onto Federal when it was 
struck by another vehicle. The operator of 
the first vehicle reported they were waved 
on to pull out on Federal St and began to 
pull out when they were struck. There was 
a large dent to the left rear side of the sec- 
ond vehicle and minor front-end damage to 
the first vehicle. 

11:04 a.m. — Officers took a report from 
victim of scam. They said they received 
a notice there was an issue with the virus 
protection on their computer. The per- 
son then allowed someone access to their 
computer and bank account. The scammer 
requested money from the party. They were 
notified to change their bank information 
and unplug the computer. The party wanted 
the incident to be noted on record. 


Aynpralhy loral Avangements 


Saturday, March 27 

1:01 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Federal St and Pelham Rd. 
One vehicle was stopped at a stop sign 
and pulled out into the road to turn onto 
Federal Sr when a second, travelling west 
on Federal St. collided with the first. No 
injuries were reported. One vehicle was 
towed form the scene. 


Sunday, March 28 
4:43 p.m. — Officers responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and paramedics. 


Monday, March 29 

8:16 a.m. — An officer took a report that 
a vehicle struck a road sign saying “Road 
closed” on a wooden sawhorse. The oper- 
ator of the vehicle said they didn’t see the 
sign, which was positioned in the middle of 
the road, due to the vehicle of them which 
was turning. The sawhorse was broken in 
half, and there was no obvious damage to 
the vehicle. 

11:22 a.m. — While conducting traffic 
enforcement on Daniel Shays Highway, an 
officer observed a vehicle traveling speed at 
55 in 40 mph zone. The officer stopped the 
driver who was identified. After running a 
check on their registration number, the offi- 
cer discovered the vehicle was unregistered. 
The operator said they were in the process 
of transferring the registration to Rhode 
Island, but had yet to complete the process. 
The individual was advised they wouldn’t 
be able to operate the vehicle, which was 
towed form the scene. 

2:02 p.m. — An individual reported their 
roommate took their debit card and made 
unauthorized transactions at various loca- 
tions in western Massachusetts. The caller 
was told to make contact with their bank. 
The matter is still under investigation. 


Tuesday, March 30 
1:53 a.m. — Officers investigated an alle- 
gation of an individual exposing themself. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 132 calls for 
the week of March 26 through April 1. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, March 26 

2:20 p.m. — A criminal citation was 
issued for uninsured motor vehicle opera- 
tion after a motor vehicle stop on State St 
and West St. 

7:53 p.m. — A criminal citation was 
issued for uninsured motor vehicle opera- 
tion after a motor vehicle stop on Amherst 
St. 


Saturday, March 27 
2:08 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on New Ludlow Rd and 
South St. No injuries were reported. 
2:51 p.m. — Joseph Haynes, 36, of 297 
Amherst Rd, Sunderland was arrested on 
a warrant. 


Sunday, March 28 

3:25 p.m. — Officers investigated a two 
car accident on Batchelor St. Minor inju- 
ries were reported. 

6:49 p.m. — Officers investigated an 
accident involving tractor trailer hitting 
light traffic light pole on West State St and 
Pleasant St. 

8:38 p.m. — James Sullivan, 62, of 123 
Maximilian Dr, Granby, was arrested on a 
charge of operating under the influence of 
alcohol. 


Wednesday, March 31 
9:13 p.m. — Michael Lowe, 35, of 2 
Second St, Springfield, was arrested on a 
charge of operation with a suspended driv- 
er’s license. 


PART-TIME 
CONSERVATION SECRETARY 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a part-time 
Conservation Secretary. This is a part-time, non-benefitted position. 
The purpose of this position is to perform administrative and clerical 


work of moderate difficulty and responsibility supporting the operations 


of the Conservation Commission. 


A job description for this position and an employment application are 
available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) during 
regular business hours. The deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 


April 16, 2021. 





HIGHWAY DIVISION 
MECHANIC/TRUCK DRIVER 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a full-time 
Mechanic/Truck Driver in the Department of Public Works’ 
Highway Division. Applicants must have mechanical training in 
both light and CDL class vehicles with three years’ experience in 
the maintenance and repair of related equipment. A valid Class B 
Commercial Driver’s License and a Hoisting Engineer License, or 
the ability to obtain within six months, are required; experience in 
highway construction including heavy equipment motor vehicle 
operation is required. 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


MAINTENANCE WORKER 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a full-time 
maintenance worker. The purpose of this position is to perform 
technical and manual work in the general maintenance and repair 
of public buildings and/or grounds; all other related work as 
required. The Maintenance Worker is responsible for maintaining 


FARM 
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and improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas 


under his/her direction and control. . _ . 7 a 
A job description for this position and an employment application 


are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 
during regular business hours. The deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, April 23, 2021. 


A job description for this position and an employment application 
are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 
during regular business hours. The deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, April 23, 2021. 
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— OPINION 


The best way to 
root stem cuttings 


eil, who reads the col- 
umn in the Wilbraham 
Times, asked the Garden 


Lady to write about taking stem 
cuttings. He enjoyed my com- 
mentary on houseplants from 
a few weeks back and seemed 
interested in trying his hand at 
propagating some of his own 
plants by this method. Here you 
go, Neil! I wish you loads of 
SUCCESS. 

Getting a piece of stem 
to form roots is relatively easy. Here are a few tips 
that will guarantee your success. First, make sure 
that the plant you are taking the cuttings from, called 
the “stock plant,” is insect and disease-free and well 
hydrated. Plan to take cuttings in the morning before 
the heat of the day has a chance to cause any wilting. 
A clean, sharp pair of scissors or hand pruners is the 
best tool for the job. Cuttings can be taken at any time 
during the growing season. Spring is a great time to 
take cuttings of plants that you’ve overwintered pro- 
vided they are growing well. Just this past week I took 
cuttings of both scented geraniums and rosemary. 

Begin by examining your stock plant. Those stems 
with the closest placed nodes are the best choice for 
cutting material. Nodes are the point on the stem from 
which the leaves grow. There is a strong accumula- 
tion of hormones is in this area; for that reason stem 
cuttings are taken just after a node. Terminal cuttings, 
(those from the growth tip) three to four inches long 
are desirable. It is tempting to take longer pieces, fig- 
uring that the end result will be a larger plant. These 
are likely to wilt before they root or take a very long 
time to root because the stems are woodier the further 
down you go. Play it safe with stout cuttings. 

There are all kinds of potting mediums in which 
to place the cutting while it is grows roots. Ideally it 
should be able to hold enough moisture to keep the 
cutting turgid yet not hold so much that it rots the 
stem. Sand, perlite, and soilless potting mixes have 
all been used with success. Water is not recommended 
as “watery roots” will have a harder time adapting to 
potting soil later on. I have had good luck rooting cut- 
tings in peat-based potting mixes that are formulated 
for seed starting. Moisten the material well and fill 
your clean container of choice up to the top and tamp 
it down. 

Cut only a few cuttings at a time so that wilting 
doesn’t occur while you prepare the stems for insertion 
into the growing medium. Strip off the bottom one- 
third of leaves from the cutting. If you wish to shorten 
the amount of time it takes for rooting to occur, a com- 
mercial rooting hormone can be used. These come in 
powder or liquid forms. Follow the directions on the 
container. I have found that “less is more” when using 
these products. When you are ready to “stick” the 
cutting make an indentation into the growing medium 
with a pencil or dibble first; do not push in with the 
stem! After the cutting is inserted, firm the medium 
around it well so that it stays in place. Put the contain- 
er, cuttings and all in a clear plastic bag and place in a 
shady location. The humidity within the bag ought to 
prevent the stems from wilting. Water well, only about 
once weekly. After a month or so, roots will begin to 
form on the scented geraniums; rosemary may take six 
weeks or more. 

Transplanting into individual pots can be done once 
the roots equal or surpass the size of the cutting. I like 
to start out with a small pot and transplant up a size or 
two at a time as the plant grows; likewise, using new- 
ly-rooted cuttings together in a mixed planter works 
well, too. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy @turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 


N THE 


GARDEN 








Roberta McQuaid 






TALK ABOUT 
CRUMBLING 


HSTORY MATTERS 
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History Matters is a biweekly feature courtesy of The Grateful American Book Prize, 
which is given to children’s books that emphasize the importance of American history. 


Conservation Corps, Space 
age and animal cruelty 


April 1 to April 15 


JOHN GRIMALDI AND DAVID BRUCE SMITH 


was a conservationist, who once said, 

“the forests are the lungs of our land 
[which] purify our air and give fresh 
strength to our people.” 

On April 5, 1933, a year after he was 
elected President, FDR formed the Civilian 
Conservation Corps [CCC]; he believed 
it would put thousands of citizens back to 
work during “the Great Depression” and 
ensure the health of America’s woodlands. 

Those who enlisted in “Roosevelt’s Tree 
Army” got $30 per month, approximately 
$600 in 2021 currency, and access to voca- 
tional education to facilitate their re-entry 
into the job market. Enlistment was intend- 
ed to be only six months, but many of the 
recruits stayed longer. 

According to History.com, “CCC 
employees fought forest fires, planted 
trees, cleared and maintained access roads, 
re-seeded grazing lands and implemented 
soil-erosion controls. They built wildlife 
refuges, fish-rearing facilities, water stor- 
age basins and animal shelters. To encour- 
age citizens to get out and enjoy America’s 
natural resources, FDR authorized the CCC 
to build bridges and campground facilities. 
From 1933 to 1942, the CCC employed 
over 3 million men.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “‘Hitch’’by Jeanette Ingold. 


[osssecon Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


Space age 

America’s space age began April 9, 
1959, when seven test pilots with “The 
Right Stuff’ were formally presented to 
the nation as its inaugural astronauts. The 
“Mercury Project”, as they were known, 
was composed of Scott Carpenter, L. 
Gordon Cooper Jr., John H. Glenn Jr., 
Virgil “Gus” Grissom, Walter Schirra Jr., 


Alan Shepard Jr. and Donald Slayton. 

Their goal was to launch a sequence of 
successfully manned missions to space. 

Two years earlier, the Soviet Union had 
astonished the world, when it put the first 
artificial satellite, Sputnik, into orbit, but 
America, resolved to eclipse them, was 
stunned a second time, when their cosmo- 
naut, Yuri Gagarin, piloted the planet’s first 
manned space flight in April 1961, less 
than a month before Mercury astronaut 
Alan Shepard, went up in his spacecraft, the 
Freedom 7. 

By then, the hustle for celestial superi- 
ority was ramped up with a zing, but the 
U.S. continued to lag--until 1969, when 
NASA’s Apollo astronauts Neil Armstrong, 
Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins took “one 
giant leap for mankind”—and landed on the 
moon. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “Project 
Mercury: America in Space Series” by 
Eugen Reichl. 


Preventing animal cruelty 

Henry Bergh was a wealthy man who 
learned a great lesson when he was given 
a diplomatic post at the U.S. Embassy in 
Russia by President Abraham Lincoln. 
As one account put it, “While in St. 
Petersburgh he is reputed to have seen a 
droshkie or Russian peasant beating his 
fallen cart horse. Bergh dismounted from 
his own carriage and intervened, saving the 
horse from a further beating that day. Upon 
his return to America in 1865, he stopped 
in England and met with the president of 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. Once back in New 
York, Bergh quickly took action to affect 
the formation of a similar society in the 
United States.” 

On April 10, 1866, he founded American 


See HISTORY page 10 = 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will my widows benefit replace my own benefits? 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My husband is 76, retired for 
four years, and receiving Social Security. I am 
only 59 and still working. We are both in good 
health and I'd like to think we still have many 
years to enjoy retirement. My question: Is it true 
that if I start Social Security at 62, I can switch 
to my husband’s Social Security benefits when 


he passes? If this is true (and his amount is 
slightly higher than my FRA amount), wouldn’t 
it make sense for me to begin collecting at 62? 
Signed: Younger Spouse 


there are some other factors which come into 
play when dealing with survivor benefits, espe- 
cially with an age difference: 

e You must be at least 60 years old to claim 


your survivor benefit (or 50 if you are disabled). 


Dear Younger Spouse: Yes, it is true that if 
you start your reduced personal Social Security 
benefit at age 62, and your husband (collecting a 
benefit higher than your own) predeceases you, 
you can switch to his higher benefit amount. But 


e Your survivor benefit will be reduced if you 
haven’t yet reached your own full retirement 
age (FRA) when you claim it. The reduction is 


See SSI, page 10 = 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine!@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Sentinel 


WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 
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GREENFIELD, MA. Stone- 
leigh-Burnham School (SBS), an 
independent day and boarding school 
in Greenfield, Massachusetts, is pleased 
to announce in-person day and resi- 
dential summer camps for equestrians, 
performing artists, debaters and public 
speakers ages 7-18. SBS's signature 
summer programs are hosted by expert 
faculty on their beautiful 100-acre cam- 


pus in Greenfield. The programs empha- 


size the development of confidence, the 
acquisition of skills, and the discovery 
of new talents. 








stoneleigh-Burnham School 
Offers In-Person Day & Residential Summer Camps 


SBS’s Summer Camps begin June 
20, 2021 and include Speak Up I, an 
introduction to debate & public speak- 
ing for girls ages 10-13; Speak Up II, an 
advanced program for girls ages 13-18 
with experience in debate & public 
speaking; Performing Arts Camp, a 
coed program for students ages 10-18 
with an interest in dancing, singing 
and acting; the premier Bonnie Castle 
Riding Camp, a riding program for girls 
ages 8-16 for all skill levels; and a new 
Horsemanship Day Camp for boys and 
girls ages 7-12. 


PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.PathfinderTech.org 
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Summer Fun 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH BI 


SESSION DATES: 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 
WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 
WEEK #4 JULY 26-30 


REGISTRATION 


Rost 


“YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH.ORG 
“MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
"PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
“AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 
“SNACKS AND LUNCHES PROVIDED 


REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 


THOMPSONS 
SUMMER GYMNASTICS 


FOR 3 YEAR OLDS AND UP 


p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 
200 OLD LYMAN RD., SOUTH HADLEY 





Parents and guardians will be able 
to choose between three choices of 
camp structure: a day camp schedule 
from 8am-4pm that includes lunch, an 
extended day camp schedule from 8am- 
8pm that includes lunch and dinner, 
or the weekly residential camp option. 
There are discounts available for return- 
ing families, families who register more 
than one child, or those who sign up for 
multiple weeks. Financial assistance for 
day campers may also be available to 
those who qualify. 

SBS Summer Program Director 
Heidi Gebo has been directing youth 
camps throughout Massachusetts’ 
Pioneer Valley for 20 years. “It's import- 
ant for us to be able to offer a diverse 
array of camp options for students and 
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give families multiple options to help 
accommodate their work schedules,’ 
said Heidi. 

To learn more or to register, please 
visit sbschool.org/summer or email 
summerprograms@sbschool.org. 

Stoneleigh-Burnham School has 
(SBS) been preparing girls grades 7-12 & 
PG for college and the world. SBS is an 
academic community with an interna- 
tional perspective that inspires girls to 
pursue meaningful lives based on honor, 
respect, and intellectual curiosity. Each 
student is challenged to discover her best 
self and graduate with the confidence to 
think independently and act ethically, 
secure in the knowledge that her voice 


will be heard. 


THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 


YouTube Content Creators/FX Masters 
BY=\V=1(e) oe) a bres a=] al als) Olasssi-aler-em ©) a-larellaree 
editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 


Battle Royale: 


WEL Cwm mel a dal ixceeor as (-mace(cvemer-laal= 
Use 3D game development software to 


o(=ss}f24 a Velelae) al: 


ROBLOX Makers 
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Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
VATeKsYomCr-laal-wevaliaarciaiela 
eSports Apprentice 


Code Breakers 
Virtual Reality 
Javascript Developers 


T and 


much 
ante) ace 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 


June 6 — August 16 


Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 


HOLYOKE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
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Greene Acres 
for those horse 
enthusiasts 


BELCHERTOWN - Queue the 
Green Acres theme song because it is 
true, Greene Acres is the place to be. 
From the farm’s beauty to the great peo- 
ple, it is an overall fantastic atmosphere 
and is an exceptional place to go for 
riding lessons, boarding, and summer 
camp. The lesson program at Greene 
Acres accommodates all ages, skill 
levels, and disciplines, 2 years to 100 
years, beginner to advanced, western to 
english. Horses are taken very well care 
of by Amanda, the Greene team girls 
and boarders who are all friendly and 
dont ever hesitate to help. 

The summer camps give kids the 
opportunity to learn the same things 
they would learn by taking a lesson but 
get the chance to do it all week as well 
as participate in fun activities such 
as crafts, games, or just exploring the 
farm. If you or your child are like me 
and end up sticking around you will 
find that Greene Acres is more than just 
a farm and that the people there are 
more than just friends. I have learned 
so much by riding at Greene Acres from 
horse sense to common sense and life 
skills. But, the greatest takeaway is that 
the people at Greene Acres are more 
than just friends or a team to me, they 
are family. So, if you are thinking about 
trying horseback riding for you or your 
child or looking for a new barn, Greene 
Acres is the place to go. 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center ic. 


SUMMER CAMPS 
Awa) 
ff 


Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up 


July 5-9 © July 26-30 
August 2-6 © August 16-20 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) 


Sign-Up Time! 


Factors to consider 
before choosing a summer camp 


dults often look back fondly on 
Ate childhood experiences at 

summer camp. Camps can pro- 
vide the opportunity to form lifelong 
friendships and discover rewarding 
hobbies that can enrich campers lives 
for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no 
small task, as the options at families’ 
disposal range from overnight camps 
to weekday afternoon camps to camps 
that specialize in certain programs, 
such as music or dance. Cost also 
is likely to factor into families’ deci- 
sions, as the American Camp Associ- 
ation notes that cost can vary greatly 
depending on which camp families 
choose. For example, the ACA notes 
that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp 
for kids, families should make the deci- 
sion together. Kids should be involved 
in the selection process, as they've 
more likely to have an enjoyable camp 
experience if they had a say in where 
they will be spending their summers. 
The following are some factors families 
should consider as they look for sum- 
mer camps, courtesy of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 

The ACA urges parents to consider 
the child's interests and personality be- 
fore choosing a summer camp. Parents 
might want their children 
to attend the same summer 
camp they visited as young- 
sters, but each child is dif- 
ferent. Just because mom 


g Stoneleigh-Burnham School 











and dad liked a particular camp does 
not mean their children will. The ACA 
notes that summer camps should align 
with children’s interests and maturity 
level. 


Locale 

Locale may only be a consider- 
ation for families considering over- 
night camps. Kids will likely be familiar 
with the locations of local day camps, 
but overnight camps might be set in 
mountain ranges, near the ocean or en- 
vironments less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean might benefit 
from oceanfront camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating or other activ- 
ities involving the water. In the same 
vein, youngsters who like camping and 
hiking might be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountainous regions. 


Session length 

Camps may last as little as one 
week or up to a couple of months. 
Session length should be considered 
by families looking at both local day 
camps and overnight resident camps. 
Parents who want their children to 
enjoy a largely schedule-free summer 
might not want to commit their chil- 
dren to lengthy camp sessions, even 
if those sessions are close to home. If 
parents think their children can ben- 
efit from the same structure they've 
accustomed to during the school year, 
then an overnight camp that stretches 
for several weeks might be what they re 
looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance 
to make memories that will last a life- 
time. Choosing the right camp is an 
important decision that parents and 
kids should make together. 


Camp Marshall 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


oJ oJ 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 


Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 @ Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 © 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


Summer 
Camps 

in Performing Arts, 
Debate & Public Speakiin | 


OONNNNNNNDNNMNAAAANAAAAANAIAIAHAHAU 


“4 =, presents 
“ee BELCHERTOWN 
ss SUMMER FUN 


Children are our top priority! 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 
As low as $31.50/day. 
School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Belchertown Day School 


day & residential options available 
sbschool.org/summer 


CREATIVE 
MOVEMENT 
AGES 4-6 
BEGINNER 
BALLET 

AGES 7-9 
INTENSIVES 
OPEN CLASSES 
TEENS + ADULTS 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 
A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 


Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session 1: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 
Programs also available! 


June 21st - August 27th 
Space is Limited 
Reserve your position today! 





Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


BEMENT 


We MENT 
el HOO g ; 


For more information, visit HOO! 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 


(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


WE lccrYol slblsornas Academy of Ballet 


4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
WW W.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 
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i GRANBY 


Town of 
Granby Clerk 
reminders 


GRANBY - Are you a reg- 
istered voter? If you are not a 
registered voter Tuesday, April 
27, 1s the last day to register to 
vote to be eligible to participate 
in the Annual Town Election on 
May 17. 

You may register on-line at 
the following sites www.gran- 
by-ma.gov or www.sec.state. 
ma.us and you can also make 
an appointment with the Town 
Clerk. 

Please consider early vot- 
ing by mail applications can be 
downloaded on our website last 
day to file for a mail in ballot is 
Tuesday, May 11. 

Dog licenses: All residents 
who licensed their dogs through 
the Town Census should have 
received their dog tags. If you 
did not receive your dog tag call 
the clerk’s office. 

For residents who have not 
licensed their dogs: March and 
April are the months to license. 
The cost is $6 for spayed/neu- 
tered, puppies and senior dogs 
over the age of 10 years, all oth- 
ers the cost is $15, to avoid a 
$25 late charge fee dogs should 
be licensed by May 1. 

The town offices are still 
closed due to the coronavirus, 
however if you wish to license 
in person appointments can be 
made by calling the Clerk’s 
office. 

If you choose to mail or use 
the drop box please include a 
copy of the rabies vaccination or 
call the clerk’s office for verifi- 
cation, include a self-addressed 
envelope with Two stamps, a 
check made payable to the Town 
of Granby, and mail to Town 
Clerk, 215 B West State St., 
Granby. 

Any questions or concerns 
can be directed to Kathy Kelly- 
Regan at the Granby Town Hall, 

467-7178. 


a if 


Kin erty. Allen 


leam.com 


11 North Main Street, Belchertown 
Bohl 213- 1500 


Realty 
Professionals 











COURTESY PHOTO 


Children and their families can come to the Granby Public Library to paint a stone 


to drop off at the Gratitude Garden. 


Granby Library ’s week of the 
young child - April 10 to 17 


GRANBY -— Join the Granby 
Library and the Collaborative for 
Educational Services in celebrat- 
ing gratitude this Week of the 
Young Child, April 10 to 17. 

Create and return 
a gratitude stone. 

Take home a kit to paint a stone 
for the library Gratitude Garden. 
Paint and brush included. Help 
cultivate an attitude of gratitude. 
Stop by for a lobby pick up a kit 
during open library hours. Return 
your gratitude stone by April 17, 
anytime, outside near the library 
entrance. A sign marks the spot. 


Choose a gratitude pocket pebble 
to keep for ages five and up 

Choose a small, smooth pebble! 
The gratitude pocket pebble is a 
physical reminder to remember 
your blessings. There are many 
ways to use them. Library staff 
will give you some ideas. Stop by 
for a lobby pick up pebble pack 
during open library hours. Library 
hours are Tuesday through Friday 
from 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. If 
you cannot make it during those 
hours, call when the library is 
open and staff can set one outside 
for you, 413-467-3320. 





Candidates for Granby 
town election announced 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY — Town Clerk 
Katherine Kelly-Regan has 
announced the candidates run- 
ning in the upcoming annual 
town election on Monday, May 
17. 

This year there are three con- 
tested races — the Selectboard, 
Board of Assessors, Housing 
Authority and the Planning 
Board. 

There are two candidates 
for Selectboard, which is a 
three-year term. There are no 
incumbents for the position. 
Richard Beaulieu and Stephen 
Chojnacki are running for the 
seat. 

There are two candidates for 
the Board of Assessors, which 
has a three-year term. There are 
no incumbents. James Healy 
and Dakota Richards are run- 
ning for the open seat. 

Running for a seat on the 
Housing Authority, which has 
a five-year term, are incumbent 
James Sowell and Donald 
Lindsay. 

Running for Planning Board, 
which has a five-year term, 
are Nita Abbott and Dakota 
Richards. 

The remaining races are 


uncontested. 

Running for reelection to the 
Board of Health, which has a 
three-year term, is Lee Lalonde. 
Lalonde is an incumbent. 

Incumbent Lynn Snopek 
Mercier is running for reelec- 
tion as the town moderator. The 
position has a three-year. 

Running for Town Collector 
is Nicole Menard. The position 
has a three-year term. 

Incumbent Steven Nally is 
running for reelection as Town 
Treasurer. The position has a 
three-year term. 

There are two people run- 
ning for two seats on the School 
Committee. The seats have a 
three-year term. Incumbent 
Jennifer Bartosz and Jill 
Pelletier are running for the 
positions. 

Incumbent Gordon Landry 
is seeking reelection as the 
Commissioner of Burial 
Grounds. The position has a 
three-year term. 

Three people are running for 
three available seats as Library 
Trustees, which has a three-year 
term. Incumbents Janice Cook 
and Theresa Laprade as well as 
Denise Conti. 

There is one vacancy for as 
a Library Trustee for an unex- 
pired term. 


please recycle this newspaper 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


birth 


~(-) announcements 


Realty 


Professionals 








we 


enca ement 


announcements 


Rider 





413-221-4885 


HOME DEPOT 


OR LOWE'S 


Will be given 
at closing when you 
buy or sell with the 
Kimberly Allen Team. 


*Must present coupon at lst meeting 
with Kimberly Allen Team Member 
prior to expiring July 31, 2021. 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 
Phim Mar 
Autumn Ingram 
Brooke Packard 
Don Yu 

Kristin Doucas 
Abigail LaFleur 





announcements 





INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 
413.887.9755 


Brendan Coughlin 508.868.1518 


THINKING OF SELLING? Our Listings Are Selling Faster Than Ever! 


We Are Selling For Over List Price! Its A Sellers Market! 
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— SENIORS 





Anthony Neverson has been conducting a pur- 
poseful exercise program to help our residents 
with their health and wellness. He enjoys do- 
ing this program with the senior population 

as well as private clients. 


Seniors score 
on health 
program 


Anthony Neverson is a Certified Personal 
Trainer and self-employed. He is the Rugby 
Coach for UMASS and also is a personal 
trainer at Hampshire Athletic Club at UMASS 
Amherst. The residents are enjoying every 
moment of this intense program with him, getting 
stronger and stronger every day. 


SSI - from page 6 


4.75% for each full year earlier than your FRA that you 
claim the survivor benefit. 

e You do not need to take your survivor benefit 1mme- 
diately upon your husband’s death. Your survivor benefit 
as your husband’s widow reaches maximum at your FRA, 
and you can choose to delay claiming your widow’s 
benefit until you reach your FRA (to get the maximum 
amount). 

e If you claim any Social Security benefit before your 
FRA (your own or your survivor benefit), and you are 
working, you'll be subject to Social Security’s “earnings 
test” which limits how much you can earn before SS takes 
back some of your benefits. 

Considering the above, if your eventual benefit as your 
husband’s widow will be the highest benefit you will be 
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COURTESY PHOTO 


Helping to feed Belchertown’s elderly, the Nutrition department headed by Laurene and staff of 
Belchertown COA pick apples donated by Leone Family Orchard of Belchertown for Thanksgiving 


pies and fruit distribution to seniors. 










HISTORY - from page 6 


Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals; it became a model for the 
New York Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children. 

His passion and his accounts of the 
cruelties suffered by animals enabled 
him to convince the New York State 
Legislature to give him a charter to orga- 
nize the first ASPCA, and to enact the 
first anti-cruelty law in the United States. 


and to make arrests. History.com notes 
that “As the pioneer and innovator of the 
humane movement, the ASPCA quick- 
ly became the model for more than 25 
other humane organizations in the United 
States and Canada.” 

By the time Bergh died in 1888, 37 of 
the 38 states in the Union [at that time] 
had passed anti-cruelty laws.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “A Traitor to His Species: 
Henry Bergh and the Birth of the Animal 
Rights Movement,’ Ist Edition, by Ernest 





The ASPCA also got the power to  Freeberg, 


investigate complaints of animal cruelty, 


entitled to, then claiming your personal Social Security 
benefit at age 62 may be a prudent strategy. It allows you 
to collect your own benefit earlier (albeit reduced) until 
your higher survivor benefit kicks in to replace the smaller 
amount. 

However, your plans for working prior to your full 
retirement age are key to deciding if you should claim 
benefits earlier. If you exceed the earnings limit ($18,960 
for 2021), Social Security will take away some of your 
benefits, which could mean you go without benefits until 
they recover what you owe. Indeed, if your earnings are 
high enough, you may find that you would get no Social 
Security benefits because the amount you owe for exceed- 
ing the earnings limit would completely offset your Social 
Security benefit. 

So, as you can see, if you are working with a high 
income, the earnings limit might imply that waiting until 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
NOTICE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF A HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 
FACILITY TEMPORARY EMERGENCY LICENSE FOR TREATMENT OF HAZARDOUS 
WASTE PURSUANT TO 310 CMR 30.861. 


FACILITY HAZARDOUS WASTE ID NUMBER: MARO00586966 


Belchertown High School, a Very Small Quantity Generator of hazardous waste located at Belchertown High School, 
located 142 Springfield Rd, Belchertown, MA 01007 recently applied to the Department for a temporary emergency 
license for the on-site treatment of two (2) containers of peroxide forming regulated hazardous waste. Belchertown 
High School is not licensed to treat hazardous waste. Therefore, the Department is issuing a temporary license to 
Belchertown High School effective 04/06/2021, for a 30-day period that will enable Clean Harbors Environmental 
services, a hazardous waste treatment specialist hired by Belchertown High School to perform a one-time on-site 


hazardous waste treatment action. 


Clean Harbors Environmental specialists shall perform a chemical stabilization procedure in accordance with 
procedures set forth in the documentation enclosed with the license application. Once treated, the hazardous waste 
will be safely transported offsite and disposed at an authorized hazardous waste management facility. 


Any person wishing to review the temporary emergency license and other pertinent data may do 


so by writing or calling: 


Marrcus Henry 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Business Compliance Division 
Bureau of Air & Waste 
One Winter Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
(617) 418-0818 


your FRA to claim any Social Security benefit is the 
smartest move. But if you don’t work after you claim 
Social Security, then taking your own benefit early and 
later switching to your higher widow’s benefit at or after 
your FRA would be a sound choice. 

This article is intended for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor @amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 


READING 
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Henry Audette jets down the court. 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


MONSON—Belchertown 
senior Jordan Lanoue and 
Monson junior Colby Duggan 
kept in shape last summer by 
playing pickup basketball games. 
The duo also faced each other 
twice during the first week of the 
new Fall 2 high school basketball 
season and led their respective 
teams to road victories. 

Duggan scored a game-high 29 
points in the season opener lead- 
ing the Mustangs to a 62-49 win 
over the Orioles on March 16. 
Two nights later, Lanoue poured 
in a game-high 31 points, as the 
Orioles posted a 60-53 victory. 

“I’m friends with Jordan and 
it’s a lot of fun competing against 
him on the court,’ said Duggan 
following Monson’s home open- 
er. “He’s a very strong player and 
is hard to stop.” 

Lanoue has a lot of respect 
for Duggan, who scored a team- 
high 26 points in the second 
meeting of the season against 
Belchertown. 

“Colby is one of the best high 
school basketball players in this 
area,” said Lanoue following last 


Thompson Icebreaker 125 just the 
start of Big Outlaw Open season 





WATERBURY, Vt. — 
Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park is 
just over a week away from the 
annual Icebreaker. The 82nd sea- 
son opener on Saturday, April 
10 and Sunday, April 11 1s head- 
lined by the Icebreaker 125 for 
the new Outlaw Open Modified 
Series, pitting the region’s 
Tour-type Modified stars in a 
$10,000-to-win showdown. 

Noted open-wheel rac- 
ers such as Doug Coby, Craig 
Lutz, Bobby Santos III, Jon 
McKennedy, and Matt Swanson 
are officially committed to the 
Icebreaker 125. The Sunday 
shootout is just the beginning, 
though. Six Outlaw Open Series 





events are planned for the 2021 
season with big purses and even 
bigger action. 

It culminates with the return 
of the Thompson 300. The 
$20,000-to-win event is part of 
the World Series of Speedway 
Racing on October 8-10. It’s 
been 16 years since the late 
Ted Christopher won the last 
Thomson 300 in 2005. Not only 
is the Icebreaker 125 important 
in its own right, but it also starts 
preparations for an event that is 
hallowed in Modified lore. 

“The Icebreaker is always the 
big opener in New England to get 
back going and get started rac- 
ing again, so I’m definitely look- 
ing forward to that,” two-time 


The Big Outlaw Open starts this weekend with the Thompson Icebreaker 125. 


Modified Racing Series champi- 
on Chris Pasteryak said. “As for 
the season in general, the way I 
look at it is that the Thompson 
300 is the biggest Modified race 
of the year. So the more laps we 
get at Thompson over the course 
of the year leading up to the 300, 
hopefully the better we can run 
in it.” 

In-between the Icebreaker 125 
and the Thompson 300 are four 
$5,000-to-win Wednesday night 
shows on June 16, July 7, August 
11, and September 15. The 
Wednesday dates make it easy 
for teams to tackle the Thompson 


See RACES, page 12 = 
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Belchertown boys basketball get involved 


Thursday’s game. “We struggled 
offensively at home the other 
night, but we came out strong in 
the first quarter of tonight’s game, 
which was the difference maker. 
It also feels good to finally beat 
Monson.” 

It marked the first time that the 
Orioles defeated the Mustangs on 
the hardwood since a 68-51 home 
win on February 1, 2013. 

“This is a very good win for 
us, but we’re just happy to be 
finally playing basketball,” said 
Belchertown head coach Matt 
Stenius. “We were a lot more 
focused in tonight’s game than 
we were in our first game.” 

Lanoue, who scored 16 points 
in the season opening loss, is 
planning to continue his basket- 
ball career at Lasell University, 
which is a Division 3 school 
located in Newton, next year. 

“Tm really looking forward 
to playing college basketball,” 
Lanoue said. “I’m also looking 
forward to learning some new 
things about basketball from the 
Lasell coaches and players.” 

Even though Duggan is only a 
junior, this is his final season as 
a member of the Monson boys’ 
varsity basketball team. He’ll 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTO.COM 
Nathan Sajdak takes a free throw 


be attending Phillips Andover 
Academy in September and will 
be reclassifying to the class of 
2023 

“Phillips Andover has a very 


See SEASON 2, page 12 


State tournament 
added for spring sports 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — This fall, a statewide 
tournament will take the place of 
the Western Massachusetts tourna- 
ments schools in the region have 
been used to for many years. 

This school year was supposed 
to be the final year of the sec- 
tional tournaments held that are 
sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association. However, two of 
those tournaments, the fall and 
winter, were cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

It also cancelled what existed 
for a state tournament, which con- 
sisted of sectional champion ver- 
sus sectional champion. The four 
sectional champions would meet in 
semifinals and then finals. 

While the MIAA was looking 
to hold a spring tournament, it was 
only going to occur at the sectional 
level. Now, the Board of Directors 
have approved the two-game state 
tournaments for the spring season, 
which will begin on Monday, April 
26. There will be a short preseason 
and games will begin in early May. 

The spring season is set to 
include baseball, softball, lacrosse, 
tennis, outdoor track, and boys 
volleyball. It is also supposed to 
include wrestling, a winter sport 
that was deemed to high to happen 
during the winter while there was a 


second major spike in COVID-19 
cases. 

The MIAA Tournament 
Management Committee met on 
Thursday, March 25 to discuss the 
spring tournaments. 

The key to tournaments will 
take place on June 2. That is the 
deadline for teams to opt in or out 
of the tournament. Schools will 
have the ability to decide, for the 
safety of their students, whether or 
not they will participate in a spring 
tournament. The opt-in or out is 
for schools that may be in high- 
risk areas and do not want to risk 
facing teams they may not normal- 
ly see. 

Since the pandemic, schools 
in Western and Central 
Massachusetts have been placed 
in geographically-centered pods to 
limit travel and exposure. 

The spring tournament is set to 
start on June 16 and 17 with a June 
15 cut-off date for regular season 
games. A short spring season is not 
unusual to teams as the first two 
weeks of spring often are filled 
with weather issues, and rain can 
sometimes cancel many baseball 
and softball games. 

There will be no neutral sites 
for the tournament, and the high- 
er seed will be the home team 
through the tournament. However, 
it is not known if neutral sites will 
be used in the two-game state tour- 
nament. 
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All NE-10 colleges to make playofts 


COLCHESTER, Vt. - The 
Northeast-10 Conference unveiled 
its postseason plan for the spring 
semester on Thursday, announc- 
ing all baseball, men’s and wom- 
en’s lacrosse, softball and men’s 
and women’s tennis programs will 
automatically qualify for league 
tournaments while also reveal- 
ing the date and location of the 
men’s golf championship. Saint 
Michael’s College sponsors all 
seven of these sports, with each 
program having begun competi- 
tion already this spring. 

Similar to the adjustments 
made to spring schedules as part 
of the conference’s return-to- 
play plan, the NE10 has altered 
postseason competition formats 
in an effort to reduce travel and 
allow for regular COVID-19 sur- 
veillance testing. The allowance 
of full-field postseason formats 
factors in the reality of teams not 
being able to complete their full 
regular-season schedules due to 
COVID-19 protocol and therefore 
allows each team the opportunity 


to compete for a league champi- 
onship. 

Key changes to the normal 
postseason format includes a one- 
day, 36-hole men’s golf champi- 
onship on April 20 at Springfield 
Country Club in West Springfield, 
Mass. For baseball, women’s 
lacrosse and softball, whose reg- 
ular seasons are being played 
within divisions, the postseason 
format retains a divisional format 
until the final championship event 
or series. Both divisions have 
their own seven-team bracket to 
determine which two schools will 
play for that NE10 championship, 
as the top seed from each draws a 
first-round bye while the second 
through fourth seeds host open- 
ing-round contests. The women’s 
lacrosse tournament begins on 
April 30, softball on May 4 and 
baseball on May 11. Divisional 
finals for baseball and softball 
are best-of-three series before the 
Northeast and Southwest division 
winners meet in another best-of- 
three set. 


The seven-team men’s tennis 
championship begins on April 
24, when the No. 1 seed receives 
a bye while the second- through 
fourth-seeded squads host open- 
ing-round matches. Women’s 
tennis and men’s lacrosse, which 
start on April 25 and 28, respec- 
tively, will feature 11-team brack- 
ets, with the top five squads in 
each receiving first-round byes. 
The sixth, seventh and eighth 
seeds host opening-round con- 
tests. 

All brackets or schedules are 
subject to change based on the 
established institutional and 
conference health protocol. The 
health and safety of student-ath- 
letes, coaches and campus com- 
munities remains the primary 
focus for the league. Conference 
winning percentage will deter- 
mine championship seeding for 
team sports, with higher seeds 
serving as the host institutions 
throughout the tournaments. All 
game and match times are to be 
determined. 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is 
looking for new players for the 
2021 season, which is set to 
begin at the end of April. Players 
who are 28-years-old prior to 
June | are eligible to play in 
the league this season, howev- 
er, only those 30 by June 1 are 
eligible to pitch. The league 
includes six teams and there is 
a 15-game season that begins 
on Sunday, April 25. Games are 
12 Sundays, a special Mother’s 
Day weekend Saturday game, 
and two weekday night games 
under the lights. The season ends 
the final week of July with the 


LUDLOW -— The Western 
Mass Relics Senior Softball 
League has four spots open in 
their Gold Division (age 65 and 
over). The draft of players takes 
place April 10 so anyone inter- 
ested needs to get their registra- 
tion and $40 fee in prior to that. 
The season starts April 26 and 





Valley Wheel Baseball seeks players 


playoffs for the top four teams 
during the first two weeks of 
August. Tryouts are set for the 
first three weekends in April. 
Tryouts will be Saturday, April 
3, Sunday, April 11, and Sunday, 
April 18, all weather-permitting. 
A draft for new players will be 
held after the final tryout. All 
players bat and every play- 
er spends at least four innings 
in the field. The league will be 
playing with some minor mod- 
ifications due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. For more infor- 
mation, please contact League 
Commissioner Jim Nason at 
wheell2 @comcast.net. 


Spots still available for 2021 Relics 


games are played Monday thru 
Friday at 4 p.m. in Ludlow at the 
Fish and Game Club. For further 
information go to their website 
or contact Steve Lepow at 860- 
885-4556 or s_lepow @ yahoo. 
com. For further information 
or to register go to http://www. 
westernmassrelics.org. 





SEASON 2 : from page 11 


good basketball team,” Duggan 
said. “I’m really looking forward 
to going to school there next year.” 

The Mustangs only had seven 
players available for the home 
opener. Three of their players, 
including two starters, were at 
home in quarantine due to contact 
tracing. 

“I’m proud of the seven play- 
ers who played in tonight’s game 
because they fought hard,” said 
Monson interim head coach 
Dennis Vacon. “Colby has been 
our leading scorer in the first two 
games of the season.” 

Vacon, who played basketball 
at Monson High School ten years 
ago, took over the coaching reins 
from Joe Trivisonno, who has 
coached the Monson varsity team 
for the past six years. Trivisonno 
decided to take this season off 
from coaching due to personal rea- 
sons. 

“Dennis was the obvious choice 
when I decided to take the year 
off,’ said Trivisonno, who was at 
the home opener. “He is an excel- 
lent young coach with a very 
bright future. I am looking forward 
to watching him begin to put his 
imprint on the program during the 
upcoming season.” 

Monson junior Noah Martinson 
(2 points) made his first varsity 
start in the home opener, while 
freshman Colin Beaupre, who also 
scored two points, made his first 
start of the season. 

The Orioles, who only scored 
two points during the first eight 
minutes of the season opener, built 
a 12-2 lead with 3:40 left in the 
opening quarter of last Thursday’s 
contest. Lanoue scored ten of 


RACES - from page 11 


high banks without weekly or 
touring series conflicts. 

In the meantime, all eyes are 
on the Icebreaker showdown. The 
event is 125 green-flag laps with 
teams allowed to use eight tires. 
Racers have to be fast and use the 
right strategy to stand in Victory 
Lane. 

“T love it,’ Oakdale, CT’s 
Zachem said of the 125-lap dis- 
tance. “It’s a pit-stop race, so 
more or less, you are racing to 
halfway to figure out your pit stop 
situation. I’m looking forward to 
it. We’ve always run well over at 
Thompson.” 

It’s definitely going to make 
a difference,” Moosup, CT’s 
Pasteryak added. “When you’re 
counting caution laps and you get 


those points on lay-ups and jump- 
ers. Junior Joe Bianco had the only 
other field goal for Belchertown 
during that stretch, which were his 
only points of the game. 

A little more than a minute later, 
Duggan, who kept the Mustangs 
within striking distances in the 
first half by scoring 19 points, bur- 
ied a 3-pointer from the top of the 
key closing the gap to 13-9. 

“Colby is our go-to player and 
our opponents will be keying on 
him,” Vacon said. “We’ll need the 
other guys to step up offensively.” 

Belchertown answered right 
back with a Lanoue foul-line 
jumper and a 3-pointer from the 
left side. 

Monson, who were trail- 
ing,18-11, at the end of the first 
quarter, sliced the deficit to four 
points (18-14) again a minute into 
the second stanza. 

Belchertown kept the lead until 
Monson senior Michael Lagacy (3 
points) buried a 3-pointer from the 
left side giving his team a 24-23 
advantage with 3:15 remaining in 
the first half. 

The Orioles quickly retook 
the lead following back-to-back 
3-pointers by sophomore’s Tyler 
McDonald (15 points) and Henry 
Audette (8 points). 

McDonald, who’s a first-year 
member of the varsity team, 
made a total of five 3-pointers in 
the game. He also made a pair of 
trey’s in the season opener. 

“Tyler’s five 3-pointers in 
tonight’s game were huge for us,” 
Stenius said. “He’s a phenomenal 
shooter.” 

The Mustangs, who trailed 
31-28 at halftime, tied the score 
for the first time when senior 
Connor Santos buried a 3-pointer 


to 50 or 60 laps to go, you nor- 
mally only count on getting about 
35 of them under green. Whereas 
now when you get to 50 or 60 
to go, there’s still potentially a 
pretty long race left. And then you 
know that, if you have some tires 
left in the pit stall, or you want to 
try a strategy where you hold off 
and pit a little bit later, you know 
you're going to have that many 
laps to actually try and race your 
way back to the front and not just 
ride around behind the pace car to 
finish the day.” 

A total of 29 drivers have 
pre-entered the event, including 
Keith Rocco, Mike Christopher 
Jr., Eric Goodale, Andrew Krause, 
Patrick Emerling, and Jeff Gallup. 
The current entry list alone 
accounts for dozens of champion- 
ships and hundreds of race wins. 
Several other teams have indicat- 
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Jordan Lanoue shoots at the free throw line. 


from the left corner five seconds 
into the second half. 

Following a 3-pointer by 
Belchertown junior Nate Sajdak (3 
points), an inside hoop by Santos 
and a lay-up by senior Dan Fiester 
(13 points) gave the home team 
a 35-34 lead with 6:10 left in the 
quarter. 

The Orioles outscored the 
Mustangs 11-5 the rest of the third 


ed they’ll be there, setting up a 
stacked field with many potential 
winners. 

The Outlaw Open Modified 
Series is the brainchild of PASS’s 
Tom Mayberry and ACT’s Cris 
Michaud, who are co-promoting 
the Thompson Speedway oval 
track events this season. The duo 
put on two events at Thompson 
in 2020 and have banded togeth- 
er to carry on the track’s storied 
tradition. 

Thompson Speedway opened in 
1940 and was long known as the 
“Indianapolis of the East’, attract- 
ing every notable name in motor- 
sports. Even today, the track is 
revered among the racing commu- 
nity. Drivers such as Ryan Preece, 
Harrison Burton, Bobby Santos 
Ill, and Derek Griffith have used 
Thompson victories as a spring- 
board to national opportunities. 


quarter and entered the final eight 
minutes holding a 45-40 lead. 
Lanoue scored six of those points 
and McDonald added a 3-pointer. 

With 2:55 remaining in regula- 
tion, McDonald knocked home his 
final 3-pointer of the game from 
the left corner giving the Orioles 
their largest lead of the ballgame 
at 57-43. 

The Mustangs did battle back 
with an 11-5. They got as close 


“What Cris Michaud and 
Tom Mayberry have done for 
Thompson is huge,” Zachem said. 
“Taking the chance last year to 
run the track, with everything 
going on with COVID...I started 
at the Little T Speedway in 2000 
and everyone’s dream is to run 
the big track one day and I made 
it there. It’s really cool to see the 
track still going.” 

Thompson Speedway opens 
its 82nd season with the annu- 
al Icebreaker on Saturday, 
April 10 and Sunday, April 11. 
Ten local and regional series go 
green at the two-day racing fes- 
tival. Sunday’s card features the 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 
for the Outlaw Open Modified 
Series. There’s also a 40-lap ACT- 
type Late Model shootout plus the 
Limited Sportsman and SK Light 
Modifieds. Post time is 1:15pm. 


Jordan Lanoue 
reaches out to get 
the short layup. 
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as five points (58-53) following a 
Fiester bucket. He scored 11 of his 
points after halftime. 

Lanoue sealed the deal by mak- 
ing a pair of free throws, which 
ended the Orioles eight year losing 
streak against the Mustangs. 

The third meeting of the season 
between the two teams is sched- 
uled to take place at Belchertown 
High School on April 20. 


Saturday’s six-division card 1s 
highlighted by the Thompson 75 
for the PASS North Super Late 
Models beginning at 1:00pm. 
They’re joined by the Sunoco 
Modifieds, NEMA LITES 
Midgets, EXIT Realty Pro Truck 
Challenge, Mini Stocks, and an 
8-Cylinder Street Stock Open. An 
optional Test N’ Tune practice 
day is slated for Friday, April 9 
for all Icebreaker divisions. 

Adult general admission is 
$30 for Saturday and $35 for 
Sunday. Kids ages 12 and under 
are $10 each day. Advance tick- 
ets are available at https:// 
happsnow.com/event/Thompson- 
Speedway-Motorsports-Park- 
YHPQ. Grandstand attendance is 
limited to 50% of capacity per 
Connecticut COVID-19 guide- 
lines. Pit passes will be sold at 
the track. 
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as it did. 

Phase IV increases events indoors to 100 
people and 150 outdoors. Private residents 
and backyard remain at 25 people outside 
and 10 people inside, Metcalf said. 

Board of Health member Hope 
Guardenier said given the town doesn’t 
have events or concert spaces, the biggest 
change going to Phase IV would be the 
restaurants. 

There have been 28 news cases from 
Sunday, March 28 to Saturday, April 3, 
according to the Quabbin Health District 
data. There have been 824 total cases of 
COVID-19 in Belchertown. There were 
zero new deaths reported in this reporting 
period, leaving the total of people who have 
died due to the novel coronavirus at 16. 

There were 1,154 tests performed on 
Belchertown residents during this weekly 
reporting period, bringing the total tests to 
32,880 as of March 30. 

State metrics leave Belchertown in the 
yellow, but both the case positivity rate and 
the rate per 100,000 are higher than the pre- 
vious reporting period. 

From March 14 to March 27, the case 
positivity rate is 1.97%, it was 1.37% last 
week. The current rate per 100,000 is 18.2, 
last week it was 12.5. 

Metcalf said last Thursday, a number of 
surrounding towns went into the red state 
designation. 

“We jumped up to 28 cases and I expect 
that to higher next week as well,’ Metcalf 
said. “I think on Thursday when our num- 


Belchertown COVIDIS Curve 
to Aprils, oe] 


bers come out we will still be yellow 
because we are still heavily influenced by 
the higher education screening programs 
that happen at the five colleges.” 

The increase in cases may be in part due 
to Massachusetts’ leading number of iden- 
tified cases of a new Brazilian strain of 
COVID-19, according to Metcalf. 

“The Brazilian variant is of most con- 
cerning. It is what’s causing the outbreak 
on Cape Cod,” Metcalf said. “It’s a race 
between getting people vaccinated and get- 
ting a control on these variants which allow 
for some level of reinfection and depending 


on which variant it is effects vaccination 
efficiencies.” 

Metcalf said she has heard from some 
expects that this is the “third surge” while 
others are “thinking this just might be a 
spike and the progress on the vaccinations 
will stop it from being a multi-week or 
month surge.” 

She added that hospitalizations are cur- 
rently up as well. 

At the next BOH meeting on May 3, 
the board will discuss the Annual Town 
Meeting. 





BOS - from page 1 


pay off an agreed percentage of the taxes as 
well as a CPC surcharge. 

“There are unpaid taxes from 2000 fis- 
cal year through 2018 that amount of tax 
is $111,440. There is some unpaid CPA 
surcharge of $778. There is quite a bit of 
interest and penalties as prescribed by state 
law - that is about $227,000,” Banner said. 
“What we looked at what will it take for 
this plan to come together and it’s a reason- 
able plan that tenants’ association can han- 
dle and the town can absorb without having 
an adverse effect on our tax levy. We decid- 
ed that we could abate up to 75% of tax. 
You can abate all the interest or a percent- 
age. That would take off about $83,000, 
giving the tenants giving them $28,000 of 
liability to the town.” 

The tenants’ association has agreed to 
pay $10,000 upfront and about $300 per 
month, which would resolve the issue in 
summer of 2026, according to Banner. 

She added that the group has been pay- 
ing the taxes on the property since 2018, 


which Banner said, 
acter.” 

Belchertown Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham said one of the important factors 
is that the tenants’ association does not and 
has not ever owned the property. 

“The tax liability goes to Aquarius Water, 
which is an LLC, with zero assets. The 
president of Aquarius Water passed away 
a few years ago and that’s been one of 
the obstacles in trying to move this for- 
ward,” he said. The town has been working 
with the owner’s family to resolve the issue 
through the court. “There are many moving 
parts. One of the absolute necessities prior 
to the court being agreeable to transferring 
the tenants’ association was to solve this 
ongoing tax issues.” 

He said the hope is to move forward with 
the transfer of ownership to the tenants’ 
association. 

“This park is currently operating without 
a license; mobile home parks are licensed 
through the Board of Health and because 
of the history and significance of all of 
the infrastructure challenges that are there 


“speaks to their char- 


the Board of Health refused to reissue the 
license there. It has making it extremely 
difficult for anyone identified as the owner 
to force collection of rent or evict anyone 
who doesn’t.” 

Once the tax arears, the property trans- 
ferred to the tenants’ association, make 
progress toward redeveloping the water 
supply at the property, the Board of Health 
will take up the matter of reissuing a 
license for the property, Brougham said. He 
said he has been working on the matter for 
about 25 years. 

“By us solidifying this agreement, I 
won’t sign it until the tenant association 
is the owner...it’s a big gateway to get- 
ting this to the next step,” Banner said. 
“Unfortunately, housing court has been 
behind schedule, they’re anxious to get this 
off their plate.” 

Selectboard Chair Gail Gramarossa said, 
“This is the best scenario and best oppor- 
tunity the group has seen in terms of grant 
funding, tenants’ association willing active, 
other state money and ways to make these 
improvements.” 
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Bienia to move forward as finalists as well 
as provided a description on their back- 
grounds. 

“Things to highlight are Bienia is 
the current principal of at Glickman 
Elementary School in Springfield. She 
was previously the assistant principal at 
Gateway High School,’ Pelletier said. “She 
started her career as an early childhood 
educator and teacher. She is also an adjunct 
professor and has published on a variety of 
critical educational topics.” 

Currently Sullivan is the principal of 
Granby Jr/Sr High School. 

“He’s held that position since 2017 
and was previously an assistant principal 
and principal of Holyoke High School,” 
Pelletier said. “He started his career in edu- 
cation as an English Language Arts teach- 
er.” 

The group will have site visits to the 
finalists’ respective schools, a tour of the 
Granby schools, a community question and 
answer event and an interview before the 
School Committee. 

School Committee Chair Jenn Bartosz 
said there will need to be two School 
Committee members to do site visits to the 
candidates’ districts. 

“Then the candidates should be able 
to provide with those names (of who the 
members will meet on the site visit to the 
candidates’ schools),” said Bartosz. 


When the group was working to decide 
wo would go to which meeting, Pelletier 
said it would be important that members 
area able to share information with the 
committee. 

“Ideally, no matter who does what and 
participates in what way, the result is that 
you're taking notes and taking information 
and when it comes to sharing out about 
each candidate during the deliberation pro- 
cess that’s where you would pool all the 
information together. (You’d) say, ‘On the 
site visits, this is the information I thought 
was relevant,” said Pelletier. 

School Committee and Search 
Committee member Audrey Siudak 
explained some of the potential people the 
candidates would have School Committee 
members speak with on a site visit. 

“Usually it'll be School Committee, if 
available, central office, secretaries, custo- 
dial, building staff, and, if possible, parents, 
students or any municipal officials,’ she 
said. “You'll have your teacher cluster, your 
admin cluster... It will be a half a day.” 

In order to accommodate the candidates’ 
schedules, the group provided several dates 
to have potential site visits. 

On July 30, 2020, the previous 
Superintendent Sheryl Stanton stepped 
down from the position after four years. 
Carol Hepworth, formerly the district’s 
Pupil Services Director, postponed her 
retirement and accepted the position of 
Interim Superintendent. 


With Hepworth set to retire at the con- 
clusion of the current school year, the dis- 
trict began the process of selected a long- 
term replacement last fall. 





Fire Marshal 
announces 

no child 
deaths in fires 
for two years 


STOW — There have been no deaths 
of children in fires over the last two 
years, and state officials are crediting 
education programs as one of the prime 
reasons for that statistic. 

“On January 8, 2021, I announced 
that for the first time on record, there 
had been zero child fire deaths in a cal- 
endar year,” State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey said. “Today (March 18) 
marks a new milestone. It has been two 
whole years since a child has died in 
a fire in Massachusetts.” The last fire 
that claimed a child’s life occurred on 
March 16, 2019, in Pittsfield. 

“T attribute this record-breaking mile- 
stone to the 26 years of the Student 
Awareness of Fire Education Program 
(S.A.F.E.). Firefighters and classroom 
teachers have raised a fire safe gener- 
ation of children by teaching key fire 
safety lessons in an age-appropriate 
manner that fits with the state’s curricu- 
lum frameworks,’ said Ostroskey. 

“The collaboration between firefight- 
er-educators and classroom teachers 
has made fire safety accessible to our 
youngsters who brought these messag- 
es home to their families. Thank you,” 
Fire Chief Michael Newbury, presi- 
dent of the Fire Chiefs’ Association of 
Massachusetts said. 

So far this year, there have been 
12 fire deaths and 75% of the victims 
were people over 65. “Regardless of 
your age, make sure you have work- 
ing smoke alarms that are less than 
10-years-old on every level of your 
home and practice your home escape 
plan,” said Ostroskey. “You may only 
have one to three minutes to escape a 
typical house fire before being over- 
come by toxic gases and extreme heat.” 

Building on the success of the 
Student Awareness of the Fire 
Education (S.A.F.E.) Program, the 
state created the Senior SAFE Program 
to reduce fire deaths among what is 
now the most vulnerable population 
— seniors. People over 65 account for 
nearly half of all fire deaths in the com- 
monwealth. 

Both the S.A.RE. and Senior SAFE 
Programs provide grants to local fire 
departments to collaborate with local 
schools and senior service agencies to 
provide fire safety education. 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let therm know you 
saw their ad in the 


Belchertown Sentinel 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs, 10am - 4pm ° Fri. TOam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100 


— AW 
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Hannah Bernashe plans on going to Eastern 
Connecticut State University after high school. 


BELCHERTOWN - Belchertown High 
School Principal Christine Vigneux has 
begun featuring a member of the Class of 
2021 in a question and answer survey about 
their tenure in the school. 

Each of the seniors featured decorated a 
cap sharing their future plans and they have 
also answered questions about their experi- 
ences at “the Nest,’ the school community 
of Belchertown Public Schools. 

These seniors will be featured in the 
Sentinel as well. 


Hannah Bernashe 


What are your future plans? 

My future plans are to attend Eastern 
Connecticut State University in the fall 
and get my bachelor’s degree in psychol- 
ogy. My goal is to become a Child Life 
Specialist and work in a hospital helping 
families. 





Hannah Bernashe 


What is your favorite memory from the 
Nest? 

My favorite memory from the Nest is the 
Spirit Assembly we had last year. Our class 
finally came together as one and we all had 
so much spirit and fun. 


What advice do you have for our 
younger Orioles? 

My advice for younger Orioles is to 
really cherish the time you have here at 
Belchertown High. I didn’t believe it when 
they told me, but time truly goes by so fast. 
Enjoy every moment you have during your 
time as an Oriole. 


What is your proudest moment as an 
Oriole? 

My proudest moment as an Oriole is 
doing my senior year during a pandem- 
ic and still keeping a smile on my face 
throughout it. 


Jabish Brook Middle School 
quarter two Honor Roll 


BELCHERTOWN -— The following stu- 
dents received high honor roll or honor 
roll in the first quarter of the year at 
Jabish Brook Middle School. 


Grade 8 High Honors: 

Alexia Albu, Zander Auffrey, 
Alexandra Barabolkin, Meera Berryhill, 
Liam Chien, Kaia Couture, Julianne 
Cozine, Jillian DeBarge, Juliana Dragon, 
Trenton Harper, Lucia Hellyar, Daniel 
Hulmes, Alexander Leahy, Benjamin 
Les, Sienna Ljungberg, Andrew Martin, 
Joshua Misiaszek, Allison Morris, Gianna 
Picardi, Nicholas Rettura, Margaret 
Ryczek, Varvara Sas, Liam Spraggon, 
Adison St. Germaine, Addison Sullivan, 
Reegan Sullivan and George Wheeler. 


Grade 8 Honors: 

Kamilah Acosta-Morales, Matthew 
Allen, Jackson Benedetti, Jack 
Bergeron, Luke Bergeron, Gavin 
Boisjolie, Madyson Burns, Samantha 
Causeway, Senem Cayan, Fallon Clancy, 
Katie Collins, Adam Cooper, Mia Corish, 
Alyssa Courchesne, Melina David, Ryan 
Davis, Lilah Dean, Kathrine Dorman, 
Veronica Dymkowski, Raelyn Ermold, 
Cooper Ferguson, Evan Ferguson, 
Kaley Fletcher, Brian Fuller, Katie Gay, 
Caleb Gloster, Aubrey Harrington, Jared 
Haynes, Liam Howard, Jada Kelley, 
Noah Les, Jack Mandeville, Kate Mark, 
Isabella Martins, Ian McDonald, Rocco 
Meausky, Chloe Moss, Colin Mullen, 
Zachary Mullen, Ethan Murphy, Olivia 
Neiford, Shanelle Nganga, Kanyinsola 


Okuwobi, Riley Olden, Katelyn Piercey, 
Brianna Ribeiro, Alexis Romaniak, Vivian 
Ross, Maya Tellier, Brycen Vann, Jordan 
Wetherell, Landen Whalen, Howard 
Wichert, Pierre Willems and Valerie 
Willams. 


Grade 7 High Honors: 

Edith Audette, Jaden Bean, Mackenzie 
Burch, Canyon Charron, Sofia 
Cofone, Mya Couse, Hannah D’ Amours, 
Logan Duke, Lila Goodrich, Ryan Gould, 
Jillian Harper, Brooklyn Keeler,Clara 
Lambert, Alex Longridge, Matthew 
Mahaney, Nathan Marino, Molly 
Mazzaferro, Miles McNamara, Mya 
Philpott, Destiny Ranzie, Camryn Scoon, 
Hanna Smolinski and Vincent Ting. 


Grade 7 Honors: 

Abigail Almeida, Rachel Baltazar, 
Lucas Bermudez, Cayden Caporale, Lily 
Carr, Chase Connor, Josalyn Currier, 
Chloe DaCosta, Morgan Dulude, Jake 
Gormely, Izabella Haggerty, Cooper 
Hampson, Avigail Heroux, Laila 
Hurlburt, Camryn Kaczowka, Alexa 
Karabetsos, Anastasia Kofides, Nikki 
Kofides, Sadie-Louise Krause, Ethan 
Lamore, Jannah Leclerc, Layla 
Liminski, Morgan Marshall, Isabel 
Moreau, Thomas Normandeau, 
Brandon O’Connor, Adam O’ Rourke, 
Evan Perkins, Noel Plumadore, Austin 
Raymer, Brennan Real, Joshua Reynolds, 
Gia Ronkese, Dayne Shanley, Kiera 
Struzziero, and Partick Wallace. 
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2x5.5 ft. resistant vinyl 
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Other sizes 

available 
Please call 
for pricing. 
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2.5 X 3 ft. 


$34.95 


Please send your banner request to 


dsloat@turley.com 


You will need to submit a high 


resolution digital image. 


Please include name, theme, colors 
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What to do in the 
immediate aftermath of a car accident 
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Car accidents happen every day. 
Though the World Health Organi- 
zation reports that approximately 
1.35 million people die each year 
as a result of road traffic crashes, 
many more people walk away 
from such accidents relatively un- 
scathed. In such instances, know- 
ing what to do in the immediate 
aftermath of an accident can help 
drivers and passengers stay safe 
and start on their road to physical 
and financial recovery. 

No two car accidents are the 
same, but the Insurance Informa- 
tion Institute recommends anyone 
involved in a car accident take the 
following steps to make the most 
informed decisions in what is often 
a difficult situation. 

e Assess your physical condi- 
tion. The Ill recommends people 
involved in accidents check them- 
selves for injuries in the immediate 
aftermath of an accident. Call 911 
if you are hurt. If you’re seriously 
injured, try to remain still and only 
move with the assistance of emer- 
gency response personnel. 


e Assess passengers’ physical 
condition. Drivers who are not 
too hurt to move can check on 
their passengers after assessing 
their own condition. Before mov- 
ing a passenger who is injured, 
speak with an emergency response 
professional. This person can assess 
the situation and determine if it’s 
safe to move an injured passenger 
or if it’s best to wait for first re- 
sponders to arrive on the scene. 

e Get to a safe place. If possi- 
ble, move to the side of the road 
or a sidewalk. If it’s safe to move 
a vehicle and the vehicle is in a 
hazardous position, such as in 
the middle of the road, pull it to 
the side of the road. If the vehicle 
won't start of you suspect it could 
be dangerous to move it, leave the 
car where it is and get yourself and 
any passengers who can move to 
the side of the road or a sidewalk. 

° Call 911. If you have not 
already done so, call 911 once you 
have gotten to a safe place. The 
III notes that no accident is too 
minor to involve the police, and 


ASE Certified « Reg. Shop 3199 


° Family Owned And Operated 
° Over 35 Years Experience ® Insurance Approved 
© Precision Frame Straightening 
© Custom Painting & Color Matching 
© State Of The Art Paint Booth ¢ Glass Replacement 


¢ Aluminum Repair 
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39 W. State St. Granby, MA 


Tel: 413-467-2533 


Fax: 413-467-2500 


FREE 
ESTIMATES 


some local laws even mandate that 
all traffic accidents be immediate- 
ly reported. Be sure to fill out an 
accident report, which can be vital 
for drivers who intend to file claims 
with their insurance providers. 

e Turn the vehicle off. If the 
vehicle is still running, turn it off. 
Turn on the vehicle’s hazard lights 
and, if you can physically do so 
and it’s safe to do so, place road 
flares around the car to warn fellow 
motorists. 

e Exchange information. 
Exchange contact and insurance 
information with the other driver 
once everyone has determined that 
they are not injured. The III rec- 
ommends exchanging full names 
and contact information. Specific 
information like insurance compa- 
nies and policy numbers, driver's 
license numbers and license plate 
numbers, the exact location of the 
accident, and the type, color and 
model of the other driver’s vehicle 
also should be exchanged and 
noted. 

e Avoid discussing fault with 
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the other driver. Drivers will not 
determine who’s at fault. Such 
decisions are made by insurance 
adjusters. Discussing fault with 
the other driver in the immediate 
aftermath of an accident can lead 
to difficult, potentially heated 
exchanges. 

¢ Document the accident. The 
Ill recommends motorists involved 
in accidents identify the respond- 
ing police officers and ask them 
how to obtain copies of the official 
accident report. Take pictures and 
speak with any witnesses, jotting 
down their names and contact 
information if possible. 

e Notify your insurance provid- 
er. Notify your insurance provider 
as soon as possible. You can even 
do so from the scene of the ac- 
cident if you’re capable of doing 
so. This can jump-start the claims 
process. 

Knowing what to do in the im- 
mediate aftermath of a car acci- 
dent can calm drivers’ nerves and 
get them on the road to recovery 
that much sooner. 


El e 
A | fl ay Y ol ry LS = al k Y ab wl k ia "en ¥ 
(oi tt i Sa aee | SRULG@ae aa 


| 
= iw, 
os i V 
ay! 
\ 


Electrical Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs 
Snow Plow e Sanders 


Has This Happened to You? 
We do what your body shop won’t! 


BODY RUST © BODY ROT 
FRAME RUST ¢- CHASSY WORK 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


OOO00000000000 


wee omepeveneCorcnarcvervelaniancacerbercmaesie| 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 


(413) 253-4867 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 
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Over 83% of vehicles ' 
on the road today need 
a suspension and/or 

wheel alignment. ' 


COMPLETE FRONT 
DISC BRAKE SERVICE 
e Replace brake calipers with 
maunfactured or built 
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e Protect your tires | 
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e Improve vehicle handling 
e Better Fuel usage 

e Most cars and light trucks 
FREE ALIGNMENT CHECK 

e Call For An Appointment 

e State-of-the-art machines 


repack wheel bearings ae 
e New front seals, turn —_ 
rotors & brake flush 
e Bleed and adjust 


entire system 
Most cars, except FWD 


ot SS COUPON 
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BEST SYNTHETIC 
FUEL 


e Install new 

e Top off fluids 

e Lube front end 

e Free 15 point 
inspection 

e Up to 5 ats. of 
full synthetic 
high quality 
motor oil 


if 


service Center 
MANA OLE lololismi@mae) iy 


18 Sargent St. 323-/67 


Belchertown 


Open: Mon-Fri 7am-4om 
Sat Jam-12noon 


Serving 
Western Mass 
Since 1972 


Distributing tt the e 
Replacement Battery 
in the USA 


BAIIERIES 
INTERSTATE BATTERIES 


230 Chauncey Walker Street ¢ Belchertown, MA 
413-323-5987 
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IT’S BEEN A LONG YEAR... 


We’re here to help get your vehicle ready 
for new roads, fun & adventure ahead. 


Quality Auto Repairs & Sales Since 1957 


141 Sargent St.(Rt. 9), Belchertown, MA 01007 
(413) 323-7762 
donsautobelchertown.com 











644 Newton Street, South Hadley 





: r | Pa | 
= ae se en re S ee pe eee Eee ee 
es . awit ara eS - | ws Or oy fé area > 


PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Also NO CONTACT SERVICE 
CAN BE ARRANGED 


We're taking proper precautions 
to keep our community safe. 


Call today to schedule 
your appointment 
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www.verylsautomotive.com 
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The top distractions behind the wheel 


This may occur when experienc- 
ing intense emotions, particularly 
anger or stress. Taking breaks and 
pulling over if you notice your 
mind wandering can help. 

e Pets and children: Young 
children or unsecured pets can 
be very distracting in the car. As 
a child calls out, begins to cry or 
wants his or her needs met, drivers 
may turn to address those needs 
and take their eyes off the road. 
Pets that are moving around the 
vehicle also may distract a driver. 
All pets and children should be 
secure in the vehicle at all times. 

e Adjusting the GPS: Recali- 
brating the GPS or entering an 
address while driving can be a 


Did you know that a vehicle 
driven at 55 miles per hour or 
faster can traverse the length of an 
entire football field in a matter of 
seconds? 

Driving requires not only knowl- 
edge of the rules of the road and 
skill behind the wheel, but also 
concentration on the task at hand. 
Data from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration indi- 
cates distracted driving has been a 
significant factor in fatal car crash- 
es. NHTSA says as many as one in 
10 deaths are now attributed to 
driver distraction. 

Distractions can come in many 
forms but fall into one of three 
categories: manual, visual and 


Get Ready For SPRING 


at 


(NKPAy AUTO PARTS 


All your car care needs are right here 
at one location. 


cognitive. Any distraction has the 
potential for serious consequenc- 
es, including deadly accidents. 
Here’s a look at some of the com- 
mon distractions and how to avoid 
them. 

e Mobile phone use: Texting 
while driving is one of the most 
dangerous forms of distracted 
driving. Texting combines cog- 
nitive, manual and visual dis- 
tractions. Turn off phones while 
behind the wheel to help reduce 
the temptation to grab the phone. 

e Daydreaming: Being lost in 
one’s thoughts can be a big dis- 
traction. Driving with something 
heavy on one’s mind can cause a 
person to lose track of the road. 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS 


Stop in and check out our 


GREAT SPECIALS! 


NAPA AUTO PARTS® 


Belchertown Auto Parts 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
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distraction. It’s best not to touch 
the GPS unless the car is in park 
and at a complete stop. 

e Eating or drinking: Taking 
hands off the wheel to enjoy that 
drive-thru meal can be a mis- 
take. Looking down at food and 
removing hands from the wheel 
reduces one’s ability to steer and 
react immediately to sudden traffic 
hazards. 

If drivers become knowledge- 
able of the significant hazards of 
distracted driving, they can make 
changes to improve overall safety. 
Completing certain tasks before 
leaving home or while the vehicle 
is parked can reduce the need to 
multitask while driving. 


TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


Call now for your Spring Check-up 
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3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9) 
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Your one-stop shop for Spring car care, 


maintenance, refinishing,and repairs! 


BODY SHOP REPAIR 

e Small cars to heavy trucks 
e 60ft paint booth 

e Frame straightening 

e Professional detailing 

e Welding e Refinishing 


MECHANICAL REPAIR 

e Alignments ¢ Tires e A/C @ Oil changes 
e Wiper replacement ¢ Batteries 

e Drivetrain ¢ Scheduled maintenance 

e Steering, Suspension, & Chassis 

e Electrical ¢ Computer diagnostics 


HEAVY TRUCK REPAIR 

e DEF / After treatments 
e HVAC e Brake systems 
e Electrical systems 

e Engine performance 

e Welding & fabrication 


WE’RE HIRING! Join Our Team ©@ Visit pleasantstreetauto.com 
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What to look for when 
test driving preowned vehicles 


Preowned vehicles have become 
hot commodities in recent years, 
reflecting a change in what drivers 
are looking for when it’s time to 
get a new ride. 

According to the market and 
consumer data experts at Statista, 
preowned vehicle sales increased 
every year between 2014 and 
2019 and more than doubled the 
number of new cars sold each year 
during that period. For example, 
in 2019 United States car buyers 
purchased 40.8 million preowned 
vehicles and right around 17 mil- 
lion new vehicles. 

There are many reasons why 
more car buyers are increasingly 
looking to the preowned vehicle 
market when replacing their exist- 
ing vehicles. Certified preowned 


vehicles have increased consumer 
confidence in used cars and trucks 
and extended warranties have 
helped ease concerns buyers may 
have about such vehicles. 

As reliable as preowned vehicles 
can be, prospective buyers must 
remain diligent when considering 
a used car and truck. Potential 
mechanical issues can be discussed 
with a mechanic of buyers’ choos- 
ing, but it’s up to drivers to gauge 
other factors that can affect how 
enjoyable it may or may not be to 
drive a given vehicle. Test drives 
remain a great way to get a feel for 
preowned vehicles and prospective 
buyers can consider various factors 
to determine if a given car or truck 
is for them. 

¢ Comfort: Comfort is a big 


consideration when purchasing 
new vehicles, and there’s no reason 
to downplay the importance of 
comfort when shopping for pre- 
owned vehicles. Consider the avail- 
able headroom and legroom when 
test driving a vehicle, but also take 
note of comfort-based accessories 
that the vehicle may or may not 
have. 

e Visibility: Sight lines vary 
from vehicle to vehicle, so make 
sure your test drive is long enough 
to give you an accurate idea of a 
vehicle’s visibility. Blind spots may 
not differ much in new versus older 
models or even in vehicles made 
by the same manufacturer, but 
they can differ considerably be- 
tween manufacturers (i.e., Toyota 
versus Nissan). Get a feel for blind 


spots during the test drive to deter- 
mine if the you’ll be comfortable 
driving a given vehicle. 

e Connectivity: Modern vehicles 
are designed to connect with our 
devices, and drivers have quickly 
grown to prioritize connectivity. 
Compatibility with devices can 
make it easier to use GPS and 
stream music while driving, so 
don’t hesitate to connect your 
phone when test driving a vehicle. 
If the car and phone are incompat- 
ible, that can affect how much you 
enjoy driving the car. 

Preowned vehicles are incredibly 
popular. Buyers considering used 
cars or trucks can look for certain 
things during a test drive to deter- 
mine if a given vehicle is the right 
fit for them. 


How to protect your car from sun damage 


People know to protect their 
skin and eyes from the sun. Sun 
exposure can be dangerous for 
the body, but the sun’s rays also 
can damage automobiles. 

Leaving a vehicle exposed to 
sunlight for extended periods of 
time increases the risk of dam- 
age to its interior and exterior. 
It’s important that car and truck 
owners recognize this so they can 
mitigate the potential problems 
sun and heat may cause. Testing 


ubinville Insurance Group 





conducted at the State Farm® 
Vehicle Research Facility found 
interior vehicle air temperatures 
have been recorded well in excess 
of 145 F. Interior surfaces exposed 
to direct sunlight have been re- 
corded at temperatures in excess 
of 195 F. 

The sun’s ultraviolet rays can 
cause the vehicle’s paint to peel 
and fade over time. UV rays break 
down the molecules in the paint 
and make it appear dull. Red paint 





We at Jubinville Insurance are hoping that all of our 
customers are staying safe and healthy during this time. 
So that we can protect you and our staff in containing the 
Covid-19 Virus we have taken the extraordinary steps of 
closing public access to our office until further notice. We 
are still working to assist your insurance needs every day 
and are available by phone or email. 


We would also like to thank ALL those 


on the front lines during this crisis. 
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39 Lamb Street, South Hadley 
email: info@jubinville.com 


www. jubinville.com 


AUTO ¢« HOME « BUSINESS 





is particularly susceptible because 
red paint molecules deteriorate 
faster in the sun than other paint 
colors. 

To prevent potential sun-related 
damage, take these precautions. 

e Avoid direct sunlight. Park in 
the shade as much as possible. 

e Crack a window. If it is safe to 
do so, lower interior air tempera- 
ture and equalize air pressure by 
opening up car windows a little. 

e Use a windshield protector. 


BOYDEN & 


PERRON, INC. 


41 S. Whitney St., Amherst 
253-7358 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO REPAIRS. 
GENERAL SERVICES, 


ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 
AND SPECIALIZING IN 
EMMISSIONS & SAFETY 
INSPECTION REPAIRS. 


Capable * Honest * Customer-focused 


Convenient * Repair & maintenance 
service tailored to your budget 


www.boydenandperron.com 


Reflect sunlight away and keep the 
vehicle cool with a windshield sun 
protector that unfolds and slides 
into place. 

e Use a protectant wax. A layer 
of wax can offer another layer of 
protection against the sun’s ultra- 
violet rays. 

e Wash the car frequently. 
Washing and hand-drying the 
vehicle helps to remove dirt and 
other debris which can cause mi- 
cro-scratches in the paint. 


VERSE TIRES 
State Auto 


INSPECTION 


Inspection Hours: 
Monday through Friday 8AM-4:30PM 


You can walk in and wait, or drop off in 
the morning and pick up in the 
afternoon. 


¢ Less than 1 mile to Amherst Center 

¢ Within walking distance to Amherst 
College 

* Bus stop at the end of the street 
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Emerson College announces 
Deans List honorees for Fall 2020 


BOSTON — The following students have been 
named to Emerson College’s Dean’s List for the Fall 
2020 semester. The requirement to make Dean’s List 
is a grade point average of 3.7 or higher for that 
semester. 

Julia Slaughter of Amherst. Major - Media Arts 
Production. Class of 2024. 

Kim Chin-Gibbons of Amherst. Major - Self- 
Designed. Class of 2023. 

Kresha Sewani of Amherst. Major - Media Studies. 
Class of 2023. 


Wenc earns spot on Emmanuel 
College Fall 2020 Deans List 


BOSTON — Emmanuel College in Boston has 
named Gabrielle Wenc of Belchertown to the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2020 semester. To earn a spot on the 
Dean’s List, Emmanuel students must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher for a 16-credit semester. 

Emmanuel College is a co-educational, residen- 
tial institution with a 17-acre campus in the heart of 
Boston’s educational, scientific, cultural and medical 
communities. 


Students named to WNEU’s 
Fall 2020 Dean's List 


SPRINGFIELD — Close to 750 students have been 
named to the Fall 2020 Dean’s List at Western New 
England University. To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
students must achieve a GPA of 3.30 or higher. 

The following students have earned their place on 
Western New England University’s distinguished 
Dean’s List: 

Madison Caldwell, of Belchertown, working toward 
a BS in Health Sciences. 

Raissa Mulombe, of Belchertown, working toward 
a BSE in Biomedical Engineering. 

Emily Sajdak, of Belchertown, working toward a 
BSBA in Accounting. 

Albert Bessette, of Granby, working toward a 
BSBA in Sport Management. 

Lauren Hartling, of Granby, working toward a BS 
in Criminal Justice. 

Jacob Hoyle, of Granby, working toward a BS in 
Criminal Justice. 

Connor Moriarty, of Granby, working toward a BS 
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in Health Sciences. 

Jasmine Rodrigues-Jones, of Granby, working 
toward a BSE in Mechanical Engineering. 

Madison Sexton, of Granby, working toward a 
BSBA in Pharmaceutical Business. 

Yugank Sharma, of Granby, working toward a BA 
in Economics. 

Having just celebrated its Centennial, Western New 
England University is a private, independent, coeduca- 
tional institution. 


Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
announces Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


WORCESTER -— The criteria for the WPI Dean’s 
List differs from most other universities as WPI does 
not compute a grade point average (GPA). Instead, 
WPI defines the Dean’s List by the amount of work 
completed at the A level in courses and projects. 

Alexander Strickland of Belchertown, class of 22, 
majoring in Robotics Engineering 

Jeremy Trembley of Granby, class of 23, majoring 
in Robotics Engineering 


Local student receives high honors 
at University of Michigan 


ANN ARBOR, MI — Nicole Sterste achieved a 4.0 
high honor status at the University of Michigan for the 
fall semester of the class of 2022. She is a 2018 grad- 
uate of Belchertown High School. She is the daughter 
of Ed and Kim Sterste. She is majoring in sports man- 
agement and minoring in French. 


Residents named to deans list 
for the Fall 2020 semester at 
Quinnipiac University 


HAMDEN, CT- The following area students were 
named to the dean’s list for the Fall 2020 semester at 
Quinnipiac University: 

¢ Belchertown resident Brooke Hubbard. 
e Granby resident Aryanna Mercado-Santana. 

To qualify for the dean’s list, students must earn a 
grade point average of at least 3.5 with no grade lower 
than C. Full-time students must complete at least 14 
credits in a semester, with at least 12 credits that have 
been graded on a letter grade basis to be eligible. Part- 
time students must complete at least six credits during 
a semester. 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


WELCOME SPRING! 


We Have All Of The Tools And Materials You Will 


Need To Get Your Yard And Lawn Ready For Spring. 


Rakes ¢ Wheelbarrows e Shovels 
Grass Seed © Hoses ¢ Pruners 


Pre-school registration for 


peer model students open 


BELCHERTOWN - Belchertown Public Schools is 
inviting residents to register their three and four-year-old 
children for preschool to be peer model students during 
the 2021-2022 school year. These programs are half-day 
and tuition-free. 

Applications are available outside the main entrance 
from April | through April 30 and via the CSS website, 
belchertownps.org/css. 

To be eligible for preschool: 

e Students must be 3 or 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 
2021. 

e Students must be completely toilet trained. 

Registration packets may be mailed to Cold Spring 
School, 57 South Main Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 
or deposited in the drop box located outside the main 
entrance. 

Should the number of applicants exceed our peer model 
slots, a lottery will be held on Friday, May 7. If you have 
any questions, please call the Cold Spring Early Childhood 
Center at 413-323-0428. 


Belchertown children’s 
meals program menu 


For the week of April 19 to April 23. 


There will be no school due to spring recess. 


UMass Music & Dance 
announces new young 
artist competition 


AMHERST —- The UMass Amherst Department 
of Music and Dance has created a new online music 
competition, UMass Young Artist Awards, open to high 
school students who are residents of, or attend school in 
Massachusetts. 

With performance opportunities so limited by the pan- 
demic, the music faculty conceived of this event as a 
means of providing younger artists with assistance in fur- 
thering their classical music studies, as well as a chance to 
perform, compete, and receive professional feedback. The 
competition will be conducted entirely via video record- 
ings submitted by the entrants. 

The competition offers first, second, and third place 
cash awards of up to $1,000 in each of five cate- 
gories: voice (one category for ninth/10th grades and 
another for 11th/12th grades), winds/brass/percus- 
sion, piano and strings. In addition, valuable Honorable 





See UMASS, page 21 


NAPA GOLD FILTER 
ON SALE 


April 15th-April 19th 
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 


58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 509640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 
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12 community newspapers 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters eer | ess 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 
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RS 
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TRAILER HITCH 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow e Sanders 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 
business here! 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST Community Newspaper 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? ADVE RTi eS [ Ww G 


Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Gompler? & Renovations 


Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 





Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 





-_ Works! 
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— REGION 


Passenger rail team sees reasons to feel optimistic 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — The wheels of government 
are known to turn excruciatingly slow, 
but citizens and public officials pushing 
for the creation of a passenger rail line 
from Pittsfield to Boston are feeling some 
momentum building. 

In one instance, someone in a position to 
exert power has given the project a legisla- 
tive push. State Sen. Eric Lesser, who rep- 
resents the First Hampden and Hampshire 
districts, introduced a bill called “An Act 
to establish fast, frequent, and reliable pas- 
senger rail service between Pittsfield and 
Boston via Springfield” to codify the pro- 
posal and unlock tens of millions of dollars 
in state funding that has been approved but 
remains unspent. 

“T don’t know that’s going to pass or 
anyone is going to do that, but it was a 
stroke of genius on Lesser’s part to basi- 
cally say, ‘we want this to happen. You 
will start running east-west rail passen- 
ger service in January 2022,” Ben Hood, 
chairman of the Rail Steering Committee, 
said during a recent meeting held virtually 
over Zoom. 

The bill says MassDOT “shall run pas- 
senger rail service between the cities of 
Pittsfield and Boston via Springfield at 
least five-times daily on the existing CSX 
rail line. The department may utilize the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority or 
contract with outside entities in order to run 
said passenger rail service. The department 
may also utilize a portion or all of the $50 
million in capital authorization allocated 
for East-West passenger rail service.” 

Co-signed by Senators Anne Gobi 
(Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Middlesex), Joanne Comerford 
(Hampshire, Franklin, and Worcester), 
Rebecca Rausch (Norfolk, Bristol, and 
Middlesex) and Representatives Brian Ashe 
(Second Hampden), Jake Oliveira (Seventh 
Hampden), Kelly Pease (Fourth Hampden) 
and Todd Smola (First Hampden), the bill 
also directs MassDOT to “conduct an eco- 
nomic impact analysis on the economic 
benefits and transformational impact” of 
the rail line, which would include a depot 
in Palmer, and seek out additional funding 
sources.” 


Crunching numbers 

Early in the steering committee meeting, 
members discussed the critical cost-to-ben- 
efit-ratio in a MassDOT study completed 
last year. Widely panned as inaccurate by 
passenger rail advocates because of the 
method MassDOT used to arrive at its fig- 
ure, the CBR 1s typically a deciding factor 
in whether or not projects are eligible for 
federal funding. The East-West Rail is pro- 
jected to come with a price tag of at least 


“The Diamond” 


Station Site Options 


Study Area 
Generally 4 Mile From Station 
Downtown Central Focus 


State To Determine Final Site 
Lecation 





Advocates of a roundtrip passenger rail line from Pittsfield to Boston with local stops along the way are 
hopeful the current political climate is favorable to the proposal. 





COURTESY PHOTOS 
Possible sites for a Palmer passenger rail platform 
that were identified in an earlier study. The steer- 
ing committee working to make an east-west line 
a reality is now focusing on locations for a Palmer 
depot. 


$2.4 billion — and as much as $4 billion. 

“The economic impact analysis — that 
could be a positive and make something 
happen that helps allay the CBR,’ Hood 
said. 

Whatever the mechanics, steering com- 
mittee members said they think the stars 
could be aligning for the project. The 
Biden administration has promised a mas- 
sive national infrastructure project and 
is known as a fan of passenger rail. His 
Transportation Secretary, Pete Buttigieg, is 
a Close friend of Lesser’s from their college 


days and Massachusetts has some influ- 
ential voices in congress, including House 
Ways and Means Committee Chair Richard 
Neal and Sen. Ed Markey, who serves on 
two transportation-related subcommittees. 
Both have gone on record as in favor of 
creating the new passenger rail line. 

“We should leverage our federal partners 
when there’s an opening for that,” steering 
committee member Jessica Sizer, a Palmer 
Town Council member who was appointed 
as the town of Barre administrator nearly a 
year ago. 

Steering committee member and Palmer 
Community Development Director Sarah 
Szczebak said she learned while applying 
for federal bridge grants that “rail projects 
are eligible” and was surprised to discover 
the “grades” assigned to various projects, 
which include their CBRs, don’t always 
carry as much weight as having a well- 
placed advocate. 

“If someone gets in their ear and says, 
‘T want this project in Massachusetts,’ you 
get on the list whether you scored high 
or not,’ she said. “It sounds like you can 
easily overcome (an unfavorable CBR) 
if you have a strong enough champion 
Washington.” 

It’s also possible that MassDOT will 
revisit the CBR. The most recent study rec- 
ommended a second look along with other 
continued fact-finding. 

“The MassDOT study suggested there 
would be state officials working with fed- 
eral officials looking at this benefit-to-cost 
ratio because the project is (coming up 
short of) meeting the required ratio for 
funding,” Linda Leduc, Palmer’s town 
planner, and a steering committee member, 
said. 

Hood said he’s encouraged by all the 
tailwinds and reminded the rest of the com- 
mittee there is $50 million in the state bud- 
get for the project just waiting to be tapped. 


“Now, $50 million doesn’t get us a train, 
but it does cover things like planning and 
preparatory work of some sort — if they 
decide to appropriate and spend it,” he said. 
“And we can start small. It doesn’t have to 
be that two to four billion. It can be some- 
thing smaller to get the project going.” 

Leduc said another encouraging sign is 
a call she had last week with an aide in 
Neal’s office that confirmed “Congressman 
Neal not only understands our need for 
bridge repair but is very aware of the rail 
project.” 

“T thought that was promising,” she said. 


Depot planning 

Last month, Palmer Town Council 
tasked the committee with shifting its 
focus to what Town Manager Ryan McNutt 
described as a “station site committee” 
and during last week’s meeting committee 
members rehashed some past studies and 
discussed what they need to move forward. 

Scarlet Lamothe, a committee member 
who wasn’t in last week’s meeting, said 
in past meetings and forums that her fam- 
ily’s restaurant — Steaming Tender, inside 
Palmer’s original depot — is interested in 
having the platform for a new passenger 
rail line built nearby. Her family even pur- 
chased more property in the vicinity that 
could be used for parking, she said. Hood 
referenced those comments as an exam- 
ple of the mindset the steering committee 
should adopt. 

“We’re at that point where we should 
think ‘what if this were to happen?’ and 
figure out the factors of what goes into this 
decision,’ Hood said. 

“We probably want to have a platform 
compatible with Amtrak,’ he said because 
of potential ties to the Springfield-New 
Haven line now in service. At some point, 
Hood said, the town and committee will 
likely need to contract with a consultant to 
help sort through the options available. 

“All these technical details, we need to 
resolve,” he said. 

Leduc estimates it would cost between 
$50,000 and $75,000 to hire a consultant. 

“Tl keep my eye out for funding sources 
in the meantime but I’m sure there’s fund- 
ing out there,” she said. “There is plenty 
of grant money out there, but it’s probably 
something we’ ll tackle next fiscal year.” 

Committee member Anne Miller 
suggested money from the Mass. 
Transportation Bond Gov. Baker signed 
last year could be used to pay for it. 

The committee also plans to follow up 
on a suggestion from a prior meeting to 
start researching how other towns built 
new rail platforms. One thing is clear: 
Committee members plan on moving the 
project forward at every opportunity. 

“We need to stay on MassDOT’s radar,’ 
Hood said. 





Preparatory classes for expectant parents and families 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Medical 
Center’s Parent Education Department 
offers a wealth of education and support 
for expectant parents and families through 
every stage of pregnancy, childbirth, deliv- 
ery and beyond. 

For safety’s sake, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, all face-to-face childbirth and 
parent classes/groups have been suspended 
in favor of live virtual sessions and online 
learning. 

Among the many preparatory classes 
offered are: 

Virtual Childbirth Education Class 
Bundle: A four-class series taken via 
WebEx from the comforts of prospective 
parents’ own living room. Series includes 
stages of labor and delivery, basic com- 
fort techniques, medications, medical 
interventions and Cesarean birth, basic 
baby care, and prenatal breastfeeding. The 
series 1S held in four, two-hour sessions 
and includes interaction and questions and 
answers with a childbirth educator through- 


out the class. Infant care and breastfeeding 
can also be taken as stand-alone classes. 
Online Multiples Childbirth Education: 
Using a combination of online education 
and the opportunity to interact with a par- 
ent educator, online multiples is geared 
to expectant parents in their second tri- 
mester of pregnancy who want education 
that is specific to having twins or triplets. 
The online portion of the class is taken at 
home at the participant’s own pace. Parents 
will then be invited to a virtual session via 
WebEx to have their questions answered 
by a knowledgeable instructor, who is also 
a lactation consultant and mother of twins. 
Online Childbirth Education — offered in 
Spanish or English: The eight-chapter pro- 
gram, ideal for those expectant parents who 
enjoy learning on their own, is an inter- 
active, web-based class that uses videos, 
personal birth stories, animations, activities 
and games to teach all the essential infor- 
mation parents need to know to prepare 
for the birth of their child. This class does 


not provide face-to-face interaction with a 
parent educator. 

Basics-Breathing, Massage & Positions 
for Labor Virtual Class: A one-session 
class ideal for those parents who want a 
more in-depth preparation for the use of 
advanced comfort and support techniques 
during labor and delivery to avoid medical 
interventions if possible. 

Virtual Keeping Baby Safe: Participants 
will learn how to keep baby safe with top- 
ics such as infant CPR, first aid, choking, 
poison prevention, baby-proofing the home 
and car seat safety. 

Baby’s Home! Now What?: This new- 
born class provides postpartum support for 
new parents and provides information on 
newborn behavior in the first few weeks of 
an infant’s life. The class includes feeding 
cues for breast and bottle feeding, infant 
sleep patterns, comforting a crying infant, 
information about returning to work, con- 
tinued support for breastfeeding moms, 
pumping techniques and storage of breast 


milk. 

Virtual Prenatal Yoga Class: Pregnant 
women will learn postures, breathing tech- 
niques and meditation to help ease preg- 
nancy aches. The class will prepare your 
body for delivery and improve your chanc- 
es for a smoother recovery while creating 
strength, focus, flexibility and awareness 
through a gentle practice designed especial- 
ly for the pregnant woman’s needs. 

Virtual Postnatal Yoga Class: The virtual 
class provides an opportunity for moms to 
bond with their babies, strengthen muscles 
that were affected in pregnancy/labor and 
stretch all of motherhood’s new aches and 
pains. Babies up to 1-year-old and crawling 
are welcome to surround mom during the 
class, which offers breathing techniques 
to calm the mind and bring energy to the 
body and strengthening the pelvic floor and 
abdomen. 

For more information and to register 
for any class, visit BaystateHealth.org/ 
Parented. 
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Amherst pianist Pianist Jeremy Denk 


Music at Amherst Virtual Season 
presents pianist Jeremy Denk 


AMHERST — The Music at Amherst 
Virtual Season presents pianist Jeremy 
Denk in a special streamed performance 
on Saturday, April 10 at 8 p.m. on the 
Music Department Events Live Stream 
page: https://www.amherst.edu/academ- 
iclife/departments/music/events/event- 
live-stream. 

Tune in for a M@A broadcast with 
pianist Jeremy Denk, winner of the 
MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship, 
the Avery Fisher Prize, and Musical 
America’s Instrumentalist of the Year 
Award. This FREE broadcast airs on 
Saturday, April 10, at 8 PM with a mixed 
solo recital, recorded at WGBH Studios, 


originally broadcast by Celebrity Series 
of Boston in fall 2020, produced by 
WGBH, Boston. 
Program: 

Robert Schumann, Kinderszenen Op. 
I5 “Scenes from Childhood” 

Clara Schumann, Three Romances, Op. 
21 

Missy Mazzoli, Bolts of Loving Thunder 

Johannes Brahms, Four Pieces for 
Piano, Op. 119 

For a complete listing of upcoming 
Amherst College Department of Music 
events, visit us on the web: https://www. 
amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/ 
music/events. 


Anti-racism webinars with Tiffany Jewell 


AMHERST — The Jones Library is 
pleased to offer two webinars with anti-bi- 
as, anti-racist educator, activist, and #1 
New York Times bestselling author Tiffany 
Jewell this spring. One webinar is designat- 
ed for teens ages 11 to 17, with the other 
especially intended for parents, educators 
and caregivers. 

These upcoming webinars will be based 
on the ideas presented in Tiffany Jewell’s 
bestselling book “This book is anti-rac- 
ist: 20 lessons on how to wake up, take 
action, and do the work.” All registrants 
will receive a free copy of Tiffany Jewell’s 
book to read in preparation for the webinar. 

To register for either webinar, please 
visit www.joneslibrary.org/tiffanyjewell- 
webinars. Information about receiving 
a copy of the book will be sent with the 
registration confirmation. Space is limited 
to the first 25 registrants per webinar, so 
please be sure you are definitely able to 
attend before registering. Please email us at 
teens @joneslibrary.org with any questions. 


Webinar Schedule: 
“Wake Up, take action, and do the work: 


be anti-racist” (Ages 11 to 17) 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

The anti-bias, anti-racist educator, 
activist, and #1 New York Times bestsell- 
ing author Tiffany Jewell will lead this 
anti-racism webinar for the teens in our 
community. Intended for youth ages 11-17, 
it will last approximately 60 minutes, 
including 15 minutes for a Q and A. 


Supporting Anti-Racist Youth 

Thursday, April 15, from 7 to 8 p.m. 

The anti-bias, anti-racist educator, 
activist, and #1 New York Times bestsell- 
ing author Tiffany Jewell will lead this 
anti-racism webinar for the adults in our 
community. Especially intended for par- 
ents, caregivers, and educators, this pro- 
gram will last approximately 60 minutes, 
including 15 minutes for a Q and A. 

These programs are made possible 
through the Friends of the Jones Libraries 
and the CARES Act funding to Federal 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
as administered by the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners. 





UMASS : from page 19 


Mention awards are offered by several 
sponsors of the event: Stamell Stringed 
Instruments, S.E. Shires Co., Virtuosity 
Musical Instruments, David French Music, 
Osmun Music, Gerry’s Music Shop, Vic 
Firth Mallets and Yamaha. All entrants to 
the competition will receive written feed- 
back on their recorded performances by 
UMass music faculty and guest jurors. 
Applications, including video recording 
submissions, are due on May 1. Interested 
students, parents and teachers can find 
more information, including awards, rep- 
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ertoire requirements and guidelines for 
recording their performances, at www. 
umass.edu/music/umass-young-artist- 
awards-2021. 

The competition, which is expected to 
become an annual event, is one of several 
festivals and clinics hosted by the depart- 
ment to encourage and support talented 
young instrumentalists and vocalists, as 
well as give them a taste of the college 
experience. These include the High School 
Honor Band, High School Jazz Festival, 
and day-long events hosted by the wind, 
choral, operatic and string faculty. 
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Place your FREE 
Announcement 
in The Sentinel. 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. One who 
manufactures 
6. Science degree 41. Pastas 
9. Database 44, Fishes 
management system 45. Wrap 
13. Desert 46. Potentially a criminal 
14, Inventor Musk (slang) 
15. Welsh valley 48, Seize 
16. Round Dutch cheese 49. The Constitution State 
17. Saying 91. Upset 
18. Comedian and TV 52. 1991 men’s 
host Wimbledon champ 
19. Uppermost portions 54. Central Chinese 
of the brain province 9. Portray precisely 
21. City in Transylvania 56. Predisposition 10. Blister 
22.Where astronauts go 60.Anotice of someone’s 11. Mental illness 
23. Men’s hairstyle death 12. Nose of an animal 
24, Indicates position 61. One-time Kentucky 14. What students 
25. One point east of due Rep. receive 
south 62. Swiss river 17. Semitic peoples 
28. Businessmen may 63. Dried-up 20. Beats per minute 
have one 64. Finger millet 21. Family of drugs 
29. Grass part 65. Allan Poe 23. Atrocious 
31. Running back Gurley 66. German river 25. Type of microscope 
33. Unwavering 67. Brew (abbr.) 


36. Options 
38. Annoy 
39. Greek mountain 


68. Kenyan river 26.__ or bust 

27. Icelandic poems 

29. A citizen of Pakistan 

30. Very pale 

32. Metric linear unit 

34. Sea eagle 

39. Biblical judge of Israel 

37. Isaac’s mother (Bib.) 

40. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.) 

42. Cool! 

43, Large hotel room 

47. Type of boat (abbr.) 

49, Picked 

50. Type of hookah 

92. Attack 

53. Directs 

95. Belgian WWII 
resistance fighter 

56. Finished negotiation 

97. Heroic tale 

98. Middle Eastern 
country 

59. Protein-rich liquids 

61. Malaysian Isthmus 

65. Spielberg's alien 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Millisecond 

2. Acts as military 
assistant 

3. Knot in a tree 

4. Husband-and-wife 
industrial designers 

5. The Ocean State 

6. Point the finger at 

7. Parts in a machine 

8. Midway between 
northeast and east 


Photos Encouraged 


Welcome, Hayley Ryan! 
e Born April 22, 2019 

e 9 Ibs. 22 inches 

Proud Parents 

Lydia & Mike Ryan 


To submit your announcement 
complete this form and send to 
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

Or email: sentinel@turley.com 


Baby’s First Name: 

Parents (names & hometown): 

Siblings (names & hometown): 

Maternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 
Paternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 


Birthdate: Additional info: 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IFT SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wani- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ld AB Hauling and 
. — Removal Service 


WIC 








2***x*kx* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone = —s 
State Zips 
__ X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA Discover Li Cash Li) Check# ___ 
_____Exp. Date _ CVV __ 
Date: 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin —————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 











Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 





NE 








NEW BRAINTRE 


E 
WEST NORTH 















EAST 
BRO OKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


é Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 







SPRINGFIELD 


: WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


SEWING 


ZIPPERS, REPAIRS, HEMS Spe- 
cial occasion alterations and more. 
Men’s women’s and children. Please 
call (413) 799-0046 
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TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
and families who would like to open 
their home to an adult with disabili- 
ties. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring individuals 
are well matched with our providers 
prior to placement and offer support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at (413)209-7677 


2021 
TAX. TINE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Datecoy antes hed, @ od mel oral malate) 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 


FAAS VAA T3A 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT ASSISTANT CHIEF 
OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Appli- 
cations for a Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Assistant Chief Operator. Sala- 
ry is $23.3 per hour. Applicants must 
possess a Massachusetts Grade 5 
Operators License and valid MA Driv- 
ers license. Job description and ap- 
plications are available at the Warren 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 2527 
Main Street, West Warren, MA 01092. 
The position will remain open until 

filled. Warren is an EOE. 

FULL OR PART Time Pure Bred 
Beef Farm. Tractor experience pre- 
ferred. Valid license required 508- 
450-3547 or 413-477-6600. 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 
ATOR Part-time, 25 hours per week. 
Flexible M-F schedule. Paid Holidays, 
sick, personal days. Call Precision 
Wire Shapes, Inc., West Brookfield 
(508) 867-3859 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
=| Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kiftchentabletaxes.com 


sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-3393 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





— PUBLIC NOTICE 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampshire Division 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS21P0186EA 
Kstate of: 

Nancy Lee Lockwood 
Also Known As: 
Nancy L. Lockwood 
Date of Death: 
March 08, 2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est- 


ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Anthony R. Lafleur of 
Uncasville, CT. 

Anthony R. Lafleur of 
Uncasville, CT has been in- 
formally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 


entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of asset and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

04/08/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





SALEM CROSS INN Cook Position 
Available. Application at www.salem- 
crossinn.com or send resume to info @ 
salemcrossinn.com 


SECRETARY WANTED ior a few 
hours a week, Monson area. Please 
call author 917-373-2143. 


4-5BR 2.5 BATH HOME for sale 
in Hampden MA. 2800sq ft APO with 
partially finished basement, barn w/loft 
and above ground pool. Many recent 
updates including new granite coun- 
tertops and deck. $440,000. Contact 
Dave at (413)244-4098 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
*Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING ( 1 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 


K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 


ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 


Last/Security $850.00/Month. 
Breton Estates (413)283-6940 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


LAND WANTED 


WANTED!!! 40+ ACRES OF 
LAND. Looking to purchase large 
acreage lot for family farm. Call Matt at 
(413) 667-7165 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





nH 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TESTE MM WANTANYA olUL eo) iCeyateya(excxcMela (eh Acre 
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a moose in her back- 


yard on Old Enfield 
Rd in Belchertown 
recently. 


At the last stop of the Easter egg scaven- 
ger hunt, participants and their families 
could take a picture with the Easter bunny. 
Ava Kendall, 8, took a picture after she 
completed the scavenger hunt with her 
mom. 
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GENERAL 


REPAIRS 

FREDERICK TILTON ROUTE 9 
Owner 3 AMHERST ROAD 
323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 





SPs 


413-345-293 


" Belchertown,MA 











Coutractows. 


Residential G6 Commercial 





john@gearboxwebdesign.com 


¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 
¢ High Efficiency Gas Boilers 
¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


413-323-9966 


MA Lic. #11406 





Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


We do what your body shop won’t! 
Body Rust ¢ Body Rot * Frame Rust * Chassy Work 


Turn to the experts at 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows * Sanders ¢ Hand Railings 


O00000000000000 








eqn & SERVICE FOR 66 vege | 


—«/ 


STIHL ‘8CS) 
<> Simoplicify 









Al 
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Committed to the Cui 





Power Equipment Oo 

Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 
www.devonlane.com 

Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 


413-323-5435 





| CHILDCARE 
_ CENTER 





MORNING PRESCHOOL WITH MISS MELISSA 


“Where children are given the opportunities 
to explore and discover the world around THEM” 


9:15am — 1:00 pm Tuesday — Friday 
Your choice of 2-4 days any combination 
(we fit your schedule) 


Weekly Payments/No Contracts 
Reasonable Rates of $20.00 Per day 
CPR and First Aid Certified 
Recognition: Letter/Color/Number/Shapes 
Hands on Activities: Science/Cooking/Crafts & More 
Accepting Fall Registrations for Morning Preschool 


58 Daniel Shays Highway (Rt. 202) Belchertown 
413-323-8447 + www.LittleFriends39.com 


